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By Ian Wishart

Schoolchildren are to be secretly labelled “normal”, 
“borderline” or “abnormal” in a new Labour-led gov-
ernment initiative to behaviour screen every child 
and family in the country, due for a full rollout by 
February.

Briefing papers for health officials carrying out 
the new national screening programme warn nurses 
not to tell parents about the labels being given to 
their children and families on the official file, and 
instead use more neutral language to keep families 
onside.

The project, known as B4SC, or “Before School 
Check”, aims to test every four year old or new 
entrant at school for psychological and behavioural 
issues that may warrant further investigations of 
family circumstances and targeted state interven-
tion for the child. It underwent a pilot testing pro-
gramme last year, but on June first this year District 
Health Boards were told they had to be ready for a 
national implementation by August or September 
this year – a deadline many DHBs missed because 
of the tight timeframes involved.

Ostensibly, the programme is a response to calls 
for greater intervention where kids are running off 
the rails, but instead of selectively targeting obvi-

ous candidates the government has opted to turn 
it into a nationwide screening programme of all 
children, and their families. Prime Minister Helen 
Clark specifically referred to the new programme 
in her first TV debate with John Key, suggesting it 
would help prevent crime.

Briefing papers for schools and health profession-
als suggest B4SC is part of a ‘wedge’ strategy, that 
gets government officials increasingly involved with 
families: “Effective assessment cannot be a one-off 
action, but is an ongoing process. The assessment 
process is the beginning of the therapeutic relation-
ship with the child and family/whanau.”

“An assessment has many purposes. The informa-
tion gained from an assessment informs future work 
and helps in the evaluation of interventions.

“How an assessment is carried out is also impor-
tant. It should enable those involved to gain fresh 
perspectives on their family/whanau situation and 
consider opportunities for change.”

The report recommends “referral of the child to spe-
cialist services if the child appears to have problems 
that need further investigation,” and adds that getting 
families assessed is crucial to the project’s success.

“The B4 School Check is not solely a physical 
health check, but also considers the child’s com-
munity and environment. A child’s ability to learn 

and communicate, their social development, and 
their family/whanau circumstances are part of the 
check.

“Functional assessment is the preferred method 
for identifying the factors that need to be changed 
during any intervention in a child’s life. Functional 
assessment attempts to identify environmental con-
ditions (including other people’s behaviour) that 
influence a child’s antisocial behaviour.

“Any intervention in a child’s life should aim to 
change the circular processes of behaviour problems 
– the child affects the adult who affects the child 
who affects the adult – by altering communication, 
roles, perceptions and beliefs,” says the report.

But while the government has been strong on 
playing up the benefits of B4SC, and encouraging 
parental compliance as part of a “partnership” proc-
ess, the Ministry of Health has told B4SC assessment 
teams to keep some things hidden from parents:

“Although partnership between the health pro-
fessional and the child and family/whanau being 
assessed is a fundamental principle, this does not 
mean that every detail of information gained, or 
the practitioner’s judgment about that information, 
must be shared immediately and in full with those 
being assessed.”

The Ministry of Health adds that parents and 

teachers should be told the positive points:
“Emphasise to parents and teachers that the 

SDQ’s (Strengths and Difficulties Questionnaire) 
purpose in relation to the B4 School Check is not to 
judge or label children, but to make sure the child 
has no problems that might hinder the child from 
learning and to get appropriate support and help for 
the child and their family/whanau if any problems 
are identified.”

On the other hand, says the Ministry, don’t tell 
them the negatives:

“Avoid saying things like, ‘I need your permission 
to administer the SDQ’ or ‘Sorry for having to put 
you through this’ or ‘You don’t have to do this if you 
don’t want to’. These statements may engender a 
negative or fearful reaction in parents.”

But the Ministry’s position on not verbally tell-
ing parents their permission is required appears to 
be deceptive, because the Ministry’s own briefing 
paper acknowledges that parents retain the power 
to refuse the assessment of their children. Teachers, 
for example, cannot fill out a questionnaire without 
signed parental consent. But once consent is given, 
it is deemed to cover any interventions in the family 
that authorities consider necessary.

The test itself asks parents and teachers of four 

Kids, families labelled ‘abnormal’
Labour’s new social engineering initiative 

By Ian Wishart

The Prime Minister is evading questions about 
whether she’ll stay on as leader, even if Labour wins 
the election next week.

During the first leader’s debate Helen Clark told 
viewers she was “seeking a mandate” for a fourth 
term as leader, but wasn’t pressed on whether that 
meant she might not serve a full term.

Having accused National of having a hidden 
agenda, and basing Labour’s campaign on “trust”, 
TGIF Edition expected Clark to give a straight-
forward answer to the question when we sought to 
clarify it last week with her:

“Please can the Prime Minister confirm that if 
she wins a fourth term, she will not resign the lead-
ership of the Labour Party? In other words, she is 
confirming that voters electing a Helen Clark-led 
Labour government for the next three years will 

get a Helen Clark-led Labour government for the 
next three years. An urgent confirmation would be 
appreciated.”

Instead, the Prime Minister’s chief press secretary 
Kathryn Street told TGIF Clark would not be com-
menting on the issue at all.

And it’s not just TGIF Edition that’s noticed.
“Clark was extremely evasive when I put it to her 

a couple of weeks ago if she would do a full fourth 
term as Prime Minister,” media commentator Bill 
Ralston wrote in the Herald recently.

“The chances are, having delivered Labour a his-
toric fourth term, she would stand down after two 
years, head off to some plum international job, and 
hand over the reins of government here to someone 
else. This thought, if it occurs to Labour swingers, 
might be a worry.”

Or it could happen even sooner. Some political 

IS PM PLANNINg TO qUIT?
Clark refusing to confirm or deny 

observers are speculat-
ing Clark is simply try-
ing to stitch up enough 
of a Labour victory to 
ensure the left wing of 
the party is stronger 
than the Phil Goff-
supporting right of the 
party. If that happens, 
Clark could comfortably 
resign in the New Year 
and hand the Prime 
Ministership to Michael 
Cullen or another left 
wing nominee.

In an election dominated by “trust”, it seems odd 
that the Prime Minister is keeping her post-election 
intentions secret.
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Girl finDs $1,000 At sAlvAtion Army 
HONOLULU, (UPI) –The parents of an 11-year-old 
Kona, Hawaii, girl who found $1,000 hidden inside a 
used video at a Salvation Army store said the girl turned 
in the money. 

Terry Mercier said his daughter, Mikela, was checking 
for mould on an exercise tape featuring fitness guru 
Richard Simmons at the store when she discovered 
$1,000 in $100 bills hidden in the video’s cardboard 
jacket, the Honolulu Star-Bulletin reported today. 

“Only Mikela would open a Richard Simmons video”, 
Terry Mercier said. 

Mikela Mercier said discovering the money gave her 
chicken skin. 

“When I discovered the money, I immediately looked 
for my mom, who was inside the dressing room, and 
I told her, ‘We’ve got to give it to the man’,” she told 
Salvation Army bosses. 

Store manager Jimmy Thennes praised the young girl 
for her honesty, 

“It’s truly remarkable how a young girl like Mikela 
instinctively knew the right thing to do. I truly admire her 
honesty,” Thennes said. 

Terry Mercier said his daughter is happy to know 
(the money is) going to a fund to help needy people at 
Christmas. 

Poll: BlonDes fun, Brunettes Wife-mAteriAl 
LONDON, (UPI) – The results of a survey conducted 
by a British hairdresser indicate most men feel blonde 
women are more fun while brunettes make better wives. 

Hairdresser Andrew Collinge said the survey con-
ducted through his company asked 3,000 men about 
their opinions regarding women’s hair colours and any 
personality traits they typically apply to each colour, The 
Daily Telegraph reported Thursday. 

Collinge said the poll found nearly 50 percent of 
respondents tabbed blondes as more outgoing than 
women with other hair colors. 

But the study also found brunettes were picked as 
the best women to marry since they are seen as more 
dependable and sensible, the hairdresser said. 

Collinge urged women throughout Britain not to take the 
survey results, whose exact percentages and margin of error 
were not reported, to heart and rush out for hair colouring. 

This just goes to show how important first impressions 
are to men; however, it doesn’t mean it’s time to rush to 
the salon for a drastic image change – at the end of the 
day, men marry a person not just a head of hair, he told 
the Telegraph. 

Court: DiArrHoeA no exCuse for sPeeDinG 
TRELLEBORG, Sweden, (UPI) – A court in Trelleborg, 
Sweden, has ruled that a woman’s diarrhoea was not a 
sufficient reason for her to break the posted speed limit 
while driving. 

The district court rejected the 49-year-old woman’s 
argument that she was forced to drive 53 mph in a 43 
mph zone because of her digestive issues, Swedish 
news agency TT reported today. 

The court said the speed limit can only be broken 
in cases of emergency, which it defined as a danger to 
someone’s life or to prevent a serious crime. 

The woman was ordered to pay her speeding ticket. 

WAyWArD CroCoDile CAPtureD 
BRISBANE, Australia, (UPI) – A crocodile that moved 
to a beach resort in northeast Australia was captured 
early today for another move – this time to a zoo or 
crocodile farm. The animal, nicknamed Whitey, is on its 
second government-sponsored move, The Brisbane 
Courier-Mail reported. Whitey was moved to the 
Townsville area for a satellite tracking program begun by 
the late naturalist Steve Irwin and then decided to move 
himself to Magnetic Island. 

Queensland Tourism Minister Desley Boyle outraged 
many locals Thursday when he argued that Whitey and 
other crocodiles in tourist areas are attractions. 

“The fascination with our wildlife, including our 
dangerous wildlife, is a drawcard to tourists in the tropics, 
far from it being a barrier or a means of dissuading them 
from coming,” she said. 

A Vietnam War veteran who lived near Brisbane was 
killed recently by a crocodile in northern Queensland, 
where he was on a fishing trip with his wife. 

Beaches on Magnetic Island were closed when 
Whitey appeared. Some local residents had organized a 
Stop the Croc rally scheduled for Sunday. 
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WELLINGTON, OCT 31 –� Shaven-headed, tat-
tooed and sinister, Liam James Reid was jailed 
for life today for the shocking rape-murder of a 
deaf Christchurch woman and rape of a Dunedin 
student. 

After the unanimous verdict was delivered in the 
High Court in Christchurch following an emotional 
17-day trial, the family of victim Emma Agnew, 20, 
declared it was no more than what they anticipated. 

But a grim Henry Agnew, Emma’s father, told 

reporters the outcome was “really, really good” and 
the family were “very relieved”. 

“We miss Emma so much,” he added. But “we are 
a very close family so we will just keep going.” 

Behind the brave quotes though there was obvi-
ous misery, wrought by the appalling death of a 
bright and bubbly young woman. 

Her brother Toby, also deaf, told reporters: “I feel 
like it’s just not fair. We can’t bring our sister back 
to life. And it’s changed our life forever.” 

Emma Agnew’s parents leave the High Court after a jury found Liam James Reid guilty of the rape and murder of their daugh-
ter and sister in Christchurch. NZPA / Martin Hunter

and five year olds a series of questions about the 
behaviour of their child. Ministry of Health psychol-
ogists grade the answers as “normal”, “borderline” or 
“abnormal”, although none of those labels appear 
on the questionnaire itself and parents aren’t told, 
as you’ve seen, that this is how their kids are being 
graded in a new database.

“Add the score for the first four attributes (emo-
tional, conduct, hyperactivity, peer problems). Scores 
will show as ‘normal’, ‘borderline’ or ‘abnormal’ for 
each attribute and for the ‘total difficulties’ score,” 
says the Ministry of Health report.

“Important: Do not use the words ‘borderline’ or 
‘abnormal’ when communicating the results back to 
the parent. Use the terms ‘concerning’ to acknowl-
edge parents’ concern.”

Again, it’s an indication that parents are not being 
kept fully informed about the nature of the B4SC 
test. Their children risk being pigeonholed in the 
state education system with official government 
reports classifying them as “borderline” or “abnor-
mal”, on the basis of answers parents provided in 
good faith to bureaucrats.

It also appears to contradict the assurances to 
parents that the test will not “label” their child.

The test itself accumulates points based on what 
many parents would consider was “normal” behav-
iour in four year olds: if he or she doesn’t “share read-
ily”, or is “restless”, or “loses temper”, or is “easily 
distracted”, or “nervous and clingy in new situa-
tions” – these are all red flags that could boost your 
child into the “borderline” or “abnormal” area of the 
score chart, as is being bullied by other kids.

The maximum score possible in the test is 40 
points, but anything higher than 13 points will 
put your child into “borderline” and higher than 16 
becomes “abnormal”.

Having completed the first questionnaire, teach-

It took the jury just four hours -- three last night, 
one this morning -- to find Reid, 36, guilty of the 
rape and murder of Ms Agnew, and the rape, indecent 
assault, robbery and attempted murder of a 21-year-
old Dunedin student nine days later. 

The young woman, who has not been named, nar-
rowly escaped death at the hands of Reid to testify 
against him in Christchurch. 

She told of being attacked in the street by a man 
who put a rope around her neck and choked her. 

Reid stood quietly and then nodded as Justice 
Lester Chisholm sentenced him to life, and then 
remanded him to December 12 so the Crown’s appli-
cation for preventive detention can be heard. 

Two health assessors’ reports will be prepared 
during the remand to assess his risk of future 
offending. 

Members of the deaf community sobbed qui-
etly in the back of the court as the verdicts were 
pronounced and interpreted in sign language for 
them. 

The was one loud call but nothing else. 
Emma Agnew went missing on November 15 last 

year after texting her family that morning to say 
she was planning to meet a man who was interested 
in buying her car. 

Her burnt-out car was found in Bromley Park, in 
eastern part of the city, that night. 

Ten days later Ms Agnew’s body was discovered 
hidden in scrub near a motor camp, 15km northeast 
of Christchurch. 

She was naked and had been raped and choked 
to death with a sock stuffed into the back of her 
throat, blocking her airway. 

On November 27 Reid was arrested after the 
armed offenders squad swooped on a Christchurch 
boarding house. 

Before that news about the violent sexual assault 
in Dunedin had led to speculation the same person 
was involved in both crimes. 

In court today, it was disclosed that Reid, had 
been on trial in the past for abducting a woman, 
sexually violating her, and attempting to murder her 
during a session of experimental sex he described 
as “cool”. 

Then calling himself Julian Heath Edgecombe, he 
was acquitted of those charges in October 2002. 

– NZPA

ers are then given a second which asks, “Overall, do 
you think that this child has difficulties in one or 
more of the following areas: emotions, concentra-
tion, behaviour or being able to get on with other 
people.”

Remember, these questions relate to a four year old.
Anything other than a blanket ‘No’ invites further 

questions.
The scheme had its genesis in a widely criticised 

2006 speech by Children’s Commissioner Cindy Kiro, 
reported in the book Eve’s Bite and on a number of 
blog sites at the time.

Kiro signalled the eventual creation of a new 
‘superagency’ tasked with “monitoring the develop-
ment of every child and young person in New Zea-
land…at key life stages…the assessments would 
take into account the whole child: their physical, 
social, educational, emotional and psychological 
development” according to standards set by the 
State, rather than families.

The plan is part of the government’s implementa-
tion of UN initiatives aimed at empowering children 
via the State, calling it “a fundamental responsibil-
ity of governments and communities”.

Kiro’s speech said the government would assign a 
“primary professional” to keep tabs on each family 
and ensure the family implemented government 
strategies for the child’s development:

“Individual plans, owned by the child and held 
by the family, will be developed in partnership with 
children and families and each child would have a 
primary professional responsible for ensuring the 
child and family have access to services and advice 
as needed.”

The Kiro speech said the plan would take ten 
years to fully implement, but B4SC appears to be 
the first phase.

One critic of Kiro was blogger “Liberty Scott”, 
who wrote: “Stalin’s bureaucrat in Wellington, Dr 

Cindy Kiro, is persisting with her Orwellian proposal 
that the State monitor every child from birth reli-
giously to make sure that parents are being good.

“What if a parent doesn’t want a taxpayer funded, 
state-organised plan? How can it be ‘owned’ by the 
child?...So the State would appoint a Big Brother 
or Big Sister for your family to ‘ensure it has access 
to services and advice as needed’. Who decides what 
is needed? How often do you see this Big Sister? 
Does she come around uninvited? Does she check 
you pay your bills? Does she check what food you 
give the children, what books, TV, internet access is 
allowed? Does she check what religious/political/
ethical beliefs you teach?,” asked Liberty Scott.

Kiro said she would need a large database to hold 
all the information collected on children and their 
families, so it could be available to other govern-
ment agencies:

“The child and their family will be integrated 
through a lead professional, who has responsibility 
to collate information and coordinate service deliv-
ery. A common record will include entries from all 
practitioners involved…Where statutory interven-
tions or specialist intervention [Police or Child Pro-
tection agents] are required the integrated service 
delivery will continue, coordinated by a practitioner 
with statutory or professional responsibility to take 
the lead professional role.

“A sound information base is essential if we are 
going to make sure that every child is safe and pro-
tected, enjoys the resources to take an active role in 
society, and understands and enjoys their human 
rights,” Kiro said, adding that the State “can more 
effectively promote that child’s rights, best interests 
and welfare.”

RELATED MATERIAL:
See the B4SC test for yourself, and the scoresheet.
Read more detail about Eve’s Bite. 

‘It’s what we expected’ Agnew 
family say of Reid’s guilt

http://www.investigatemagazine.com/b4sctest.pdf
http://www.ianwishart.com
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WELLINGTON, OCT 31 –� The National Party and the 
Greens are urging banks to be careful how they handle 
customers who find it hard to pay their mortgages. 

National’s leader, John Key, said today the bank-
ing industry had been helped by the Government 
through its deposit guarantee scheme. 

“There is no escaping the fact that a government 
guarantee has a real and large value to the banking 
system,” he said in a speech to the Waikato Chamber 
of Commerce. 

“My expectation is that in the light of this, banks 

Banks told: do unto others
will be very careful about the manner in which they 
deal with customers who may, as a consequence of 
the global financial crisis, find it hard to meet their 
obligations.” 

Mr Key said he expected banks to “do what they 
can” to help people in the same way they had been 
extended a helping hand by the Government. 

Green Party co-leader Russel Norman said banks 
should behave responsibly and “act sensitively” in 
return for taxpayer-funded guarantees. 

“We don’t want to see big penalty payments 
forced on borrowers who struggle to meet their 
repayment schedule if they lose their job,” he said. 

Dr Norman said banks in New Zealand were now 
underwritten by the taxpayer. 

“Some of them are actually now owned by tax-
payers, such as ABN AMRO, owned by UK and 
Dutch taxpayers,” he said. 

“If taxpayers have to carry the can, then tax-
payers have the right to tell the banks to behave 
responsibly.” 

– NZPA

WELLINGTON, OCT 31 –� National has unveiled 
a $42 million support package for laid off work-
ers that is more tightly targeted than Labour’s, but 
potentially gives more to those who receive it. 

However, Labour says the package is too narrow 
and would give nothing to families excluded under 
the current rules. 

National Party leader John Key announced the 
package in Hamilton today, hot on the heels of 
Prime Minister Helen Clark’s announcement yes-
terday to scrap means testing the dole for 13 weeks 
– opening the door to a benefit for couples where 
one is still in work. 

Mr Key said National’s plan would give a boost 
to those “truly in need” – individuals, single income 
families and solo parents already eligible for benefit 
assistance if they lost their job. 

Under National’s plan they would continue to 
receive the “In Work” component of Working for 
Families for an additional 16 weeks even after they 
lost their job. National would also lift the ceiling of 
the accommodation supplement by $100 a week for 
up to 16 weeks to give greater support to those who 
had high rent or mortgage commitments. 

Workers would have to have been in the same job 
for six months to be eligible – a far shorter require-
ment than the five years in the workforce stipulated 
under Labour’s plan. 

“This assistance will give redundant New Zea-
landers some space to sort out their financial affairs 
and get a new job or adjust their circumstances 
following a redundancy. It will give them a helping 
hand in a tough time.” 

Mr Key made no excuses for targeting the pack-
age in a way that excluded couples where one lost 
their job but one was still in work. 

“You can rest assured if they get less under our 
package it’s because their income is dropping less 
relative to their expenses.” 

Mr Key said the package would be relatively sim-
ple to administer as it was only going to those who 
would have already received support, meaning there 
was no need to alter eligibility criteria. 

National had costed the plan at $42 million based 
on unemployment rising to 5 percent, but Mr Key 
acknowledged it could cost more if unemployment 
rose further. It would be in place for two years and 
would be reassessed after that. 

Miss Clark said National’s package was too narrow 
and offered nothing for couples – potentially with very 
large mortgages or rent payments – who would get 
nothing at the moment if one of them lost their job. 

“Our package is focused at those two earner cou-
ples, who are often on two quite modest incomes, 
where if one is made redundant with all these com-
mitments they get absolutely nothing.” 

She said National had overstated the benefits of 
its package as many of those eligible under its plan 
would most likely receive discretionary short-term 

payments on top of their benefit, to help them meet 
their costs, under the current system. 

“I think it is a lot of smoke and mirrors.” 
Miss Clark yesterday said Labour’s $50 million a 

year “job search allowance” would be a permanent 
feature of the benefit system if it was elected. 

Green MP Sue Bradford today reiterated her call 
to scrap the standard one or two week stand-down 
period for the dole which both main parties have 
retaining in their plans. 

She also called for a boost to benefit levels, greater 
discretion in regard to cash grants and giving the 
“In Work” component of Working for Families to all 
beneficiaries with children. 

A Story about Two Helens 

– NZPA

Key and Clark spar over rival lay-off packages

Prime Minister 
Helen Clark isn’t 
always pulling 
the crowds on 
this campaign. 
NZPA /  
Ross Setford

http://www.danskemobler.co.nz
http://nz.youtube.com/watch?v=apdF6lnwyTo
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WELLINGTON, OCT 31 –� Now could be a good time 
to scrape down the barbie, with the experts predict-
ing a warm and settled start to summer over most 
of the country. 

In a seasonal outlook issued today, National Insti-
tute of Weather and Atmospheric Research (Niwa) 
forecasters said the weather between now and Janu-
ary should offer above average temperatures, light 
winds, and near normal or below normal rainfall. 

Normal or below normal soil moisture levels and 
stream flows are likely in most regions. 

El Nino conditions over the Pacific Ocean were 
currently neutral and were very likely to stay that 
way during the summer, Niwa said. 

There was a normal (four out of five) chance of 
an ex-tropical cyclone passing within 500km of the 
country between November and May, with North-
land and Gisborne most at risk. 

Sea surface temperatures were expected to be 
near normal. 

– NZPA

NIwA: Should be a good summer 

WELLINGTON, OCT 31 –� About 200 people rep-
resenting East Cape iwi Ngati Porou entered Par-
liament today to witness the signing of the first 
foreshore and seabed deed of agreement. 

The agreement is intended to protect the cus-
tomary rights of local iwi using coastal areas, while 
wider public access rights also remain intact. 

It means Maori in areas covered by the agreement 
will have a greater hand in environmental decisions 
made by government. 

Ngati Porou rununga chairman Apirana Mahuika 
said today negotiations between iwi and the Crown 
had been long and at times challenging, but he was 
proud of the outcome. 

Attorney-General Michael Cullen, who has been 
involved in the negotiations process and was repre-
senting the Crown today, put in an apology for the 

absence of a campaigning Maori Affairs Minister, 
Parekura Horomia. 

Dr Mahuika suggested that was a blessing as the 
event had the potential to be turned by media into 
a “political football”. 

“This is not about Parekura or the coming elections, 
this is about the mana of Ngati Porou,” he said. 

“It’s about the mana we have always had previous 
to 1840” (when the Treaty of Waitangi was signed). 

Dr Cullen said the determination shown by Dr 
Mahuika on behalf of his people had “not provided 
me or my officials with an easy passage”. 

“At each step of the process our assumptions and 
our positions have been challenged and we have 
made challenges of our own in return.” 

The solid consensus for ratification of the agree-
ment was a direct result of the determination shown 

by the likes of Dr Mahuika, Dr Cullen said. 
The challenge ahead was to implement the agree-

ment. Dr Cullen and representatives of the Crown 
faced a passionate haka before dozens of hapu rep-
resentatives put pen to paper. 

The agreement is the first born out of the legis-
lation that the Government passed to overturn a 
Court of Appeal ruling that said it was possible for 
some Maori to claim freehold title to the foreshore 
and seabed in areas where they had maintained 
uninterrupted possession. 

The Foreshore and Seabed Act created wide-
spread resentment among Maori and resulted in 
the formation of the Maori Party. 

Processes will now need to be enacted in court and 
Parliament to give effect to the deed of agreement. 

– NZPA

WELLINGTON, OCT 31 –� Child booster seat laws 
could be set to change, following lobbying by the 
Paediatric Society. 

The society this week passed a unanimous resolu-
tion urging the Government to amend the laws, which 
they say are inadequate, out-of-date and unsafe. 

Correctly fitting child car restraints was one of 
the most convincingly proven and effective ways to 
prevent transport related injury to children, Paedi-
atric Society president Rosemary Marks said. 

“Yet New Zealand’s lack of provision for children 
who are older than five years means we are lagging 
behind the world in providing safety for children 
who are car passengers,” she said. 

The Road Code required drivers to ensure chil-
dren under five years-old were properly restrained 
by an approved child restraint. However, older chil-
dren were required to use a seat belt or restraint only 
if one was available in the vehicle. 

10-yr-olds in booster seats
“Advice that primary school age children require 

a booster seat to benefit from the full safety effects 
of a seat belt was known about as long ago as 1983,” 
Dr Marks said. 

“While seat belts offer some protection in the 
event of a crash, they are designed to fit the ana-
tomical structure of an adult. 

“Child car restraints and booster seats are essen-
tial because they offer the protection necessary for 
the unique body structure of a child.” 

The society made several recommendations to 
the Government. 

These included the introduction of compulsory 
booster seat use for children over five; a public cam-
paign on the dangers of poorly fitted car restraints; 
routine monitoring of booster seat use and funding 
for booster seats within existing child car restraint 
distribution programmes. 

– NZPA

East coast Iwi descend on parliament for deed signing

http://www.valueyourvote.org.nz/
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-Get� y�our clogs ready�…
If, after what you’ve exposed in re. Yang Liu, Labour is re-
elected, I’ll be a bloody Dutchman. In fact, I’m an ex-pat 
Kiwi and a shocked one. 

Comrade  Clark’s  return  to  power  would  mean  only 
near-ovine stupidity and indoor plant-like IQ on the part of 
the national electorate, or a rigged election No argument.

John Adeane, Gold Coast

-A t�rust� issue
In the past nine years Labour have given us, 1.About the 
highest tax rate in the western world, 2.Smacking Bill mak-
ing good parents  criminals, 3.Kyoto Protocol  destined  to 
bankrupt NZ, 4.Nanny state with  record numbers on  the 
DPB and other handouts. 5.Showering (and other) controls 
on hold until after elections. 6 Abolished freedom of speech 
regarding  criticism  of  the  govt,  7.  Blown  an $8.5  billion 
surplus in 15 months and grown a bureaucratic juggernaut. 
8.Record emigration of  skilled Kiwis  to Oz. The  list  goes 
on. The Green Party turned red by aligning themselves to 
Labour Socialism and plan more control.

Labour Say: Trust us! Trust them for more of the same? 
No thanks. It’s time for a change. 

Denis Shuker, Stanmore Bay

-Moose fur is cheap, apparent�ly�
It  is  disappointing  to  see  NZ  news  media  parroting  off 
unbalanced and superficial reports about Governor Sarah 
Palin’s US$150,000 [NZ$250,000] wardrobe.

With just a little investigation I have discovered:
1.  Sarah  Palin  did  not  personally  spend  $150,000. 

The Republican Party put up the money and aides actually 
did the shopping.

2. $50,000 of purchases was unused and would be 
returned; $50,000 was spent on outfitting the Palin fam-
ily; $50,000 was spent on Sarah Palin’s wardrobe.

3. It  is not unreasonaable for the Republican Party to 
help the Palins in view of the fact that they live in Alaska 
and were required to travel the length of USA to Florida, 
one of the hottest states.

4. The Palins do not personally keep the clothing. When 
they have finished with the clothing, it will be given to charity.

5.  In Alaska  the  Palin  family  have  very  frugal  habits 
being a typical middle class American family. Sarah Palin’s 
earrings were a gift and her wedding ring cost $35!

The  key  issue  is  not  Sarah  Palin’s  clothing  fibre  but 
her moral fibre!

Kerry Sharp, Palmerston North

-Wooing t�he wrong ones
I am bemused by National Party leader John Key’s rather 
late-in-the piece courtship of United Future New Zealand 
as a coalition partner for a National-led Government.

In  February  2008,  the  Kiwi  Party,  also  with  an  MP 
already in Parliament (Gordon Copeland) pledged support 
for a National-led Government, and were ignored by both 
John Key and the mainstream media.

It is somewhat ironic to see United Future leader Peter 
Dunne  follow  the  Kiwi  Party  lead nine  months  after  the 
event, when Mr Dunne has previously  refused  to nomi-
nate a potential coalition partner for the last two elections 
in 2002 and 2005. At least now the electorate can have 
a much clearer picture of minor party preferences before 
the election, and may now cast their votes with a modi-
cum of increased confidence.

Steve Taylor, Mt Roskill

-The mmp problem
Just a comment or  two  regarding Trevor Loudon’s “the 
Thorny Issue of MMP” (Investigate, October 2008). 

He starts with  the completely  invalid criticism, “minor 
parties exercising influence far beyond their size”. This is 
only possible because the marketing strategists of the two 
main parties are desperate to avoid the spectacle of the 
two parties voting  together. After all,  this would demon-
strate  conclusively  that  the  difference  between  them  is 
even  less  than  the $5  a week  tax  cut  they’re  currently 
offering. And why shouldn’t they vote together in the inter-
ests of New Zealand citizens? 

Later Trevor writes  concerning  the old ‘First Past  the 
Post’ system, “It was designed to enfranchise the political 
mainstream ...” As I understand the situation the last time 
any governing party had a majority under that system had 
been in the 1951 election. This is enfranchising the politi-
cal mainstream? 

T. Toohill, Whangarei
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Labour’s hidden agenda

By Jason George 
Chicago Tribune

CHICAGO –� At her packed rallies across the country, 
Alaska Gov. Sarah Palin talks about her desire to 
be the nation’s next vice president, yet that hasn’t 
stopped some in attendance from encouraging her 
toward a higher office.

Homemade “Palin 2012” and “President Palin” 
signs now appear at those campaign events. And it 
doesn’t take long to hear Palin’s supporters state 
that she is the Republican Party’s best bet to claim 
the White House four years from now. Win or lose, 
they say, Palin has claimed a place in the party’s 
future.

“Every time she goes in for a rally she’s meeting 
the local chairmen, the state chairmen,” said Gary 
Bauer, the social conservative leader whose own 
visibility increased after his failed 2000 presiden-
tial bid.

“She’ll have a tremendous Rolodex that will be 
an asset to her no matter what she decides to do,” 
he added.

For herself, Palin has generally declined to dis-
cuss any political plans beyond next Wednesday’s 
elections – even as poll numbers show the GOP 
ticket trailing.

However, in an interview with ABC News, Palin 
served notice that she will not disappear from the 
national political scene if the Republican ticket 
loses.

“Absolutely not. I think that, if I were to give up 
and wave a white flag of surrender against some 
of the political shots that we’ve taken, that ... that 
would ... bring this whole ... I’m not doin’ this for 
naught,” Palin said, according to excerpts of a tran-
script released by the television network.

Just the same, Palin’s silence has not stopped 
others from speculating how Alaska’s populist, and 
popular, social-conservative governor will fit in the 
post-election Republican Party.

“In many ways her future is about the future of 
the party itself,” said Tracy Osborn, a University 
of Iowa political scientist who studies women in 
politics. “Do they highlight limited government? Do 
they strengthen the social conservatism? It could 
end up so many different ways.”

Bauer believes Palin and Sen. John McCain will 
win next week, but a growing number of Republi-
cans say that appears unlikely. Whether Palin has 
dragged down the ticket – or if she’s the reason 
McCain is keeping it somewhat close – is a debate 

that reportedly even the campaign fights over: Polit-
ico.com has said that Palin blames her McCain han-
dlers for the fact that most Americans, according to 
several polls, see her as unfit for the nation’s highest 
office. In their defence, McCain advisers called the 
governor “green” and “a diva,” and one told CNN that 
“she is playing for her own future and sees herself 
as the next leader of the party.”

To become that party leader Palin would have 
to build a coalition beyond the base she’s acquired 
since the Republican National Convention, and 
some campaign watchers warn that her unsteadi-
ness since the convention might prevent that from 
ever happening. Some suggest that Palin would have 
been wise to decline McCain’s invitation and wait 
until she could run a campaign on her own terms.

“I think she has allowed the junior high school 
kind of people running the McCain campaign to 
drag her reputation down,” said Mickey Edwards, the 
former Republican congressman who co-founded 
the conservative Heritage Foundation. “She still 
has options, but she’s going to have to repair her 
image.”

Gerald McBeath, a political scientist at the Uni-
versity of Alaska’s Fairbanks campus, agreed, say-
ing that Palin’s bumpy bid for the vice presidency 
has even negatively impacted her reputation back 
in Alaska.

Since her nomination, “people have seen her in a 

more partisan way than they ever knew her, and the 
national media highlighted things most Alaskans 
didn’t know about,” he said.

“There is still a lot of support for her,” he added, 
predicting that Palin will finish the remaining two 
years of her term and then “spend more time outside 
of the state.”

If “out of the state” comes to mean a presidential 
bid, Palin should use the next four years to become 
more familiar with national and international issues, 
said Osborn, the Iowa professor.

“She needs to bulk up on policy,” she said.
Palin should also prepare for a spotlight even 

brighter than what’s she’s experienced this con-
test, said former Arkansas Gov. Mike Huckabee, 
who finished behind McCain in the Republican 
primaries.

“All of us in the primaries, whether it was John 
McCain, Rudy (Giuliani), (Mitt) Romney or myself, 
went through intense criticisms and people picked 
out every way in the world to tell us that we weren’t 
really good Republicans,” he said. “It would be a very 
different environment than (Palin’s now), where the 
party unites behind her and defends her at every 
moment.”

“I think what she does depends on her own ambi-
tions and desires,” said Huckabee, whom pundits 
consider a potential Palin rival in 2012. “She’s obvi-
ously excited a lot of people.”

President Palin? Supporters look to 2012

East coast Iwi descend on parliament for deed signing

For a party basing its whole election campaign on 
trust, Labour have a lot to answer for.

This week, not only has no government minister 
answered a question about the immigration scandal 
TGIF broke a fortnight ago, but as you see from our 
lead story the Prime Minister is refusing to confirm 
she’ll even be Prime Minister – even if she’s elected 
next week.

It’s time for the rest of the media to wade in 
on this issue. The idea that a government can go 
through an eight week election campaign without 
being challenged by a TV network or press gallery 
reporter about their real intentions, whilst Nation-
al’s agenda is however subjected to microscopic 
examination, beggars belief.

How difficult can it be for Duncan Garner or 
Guyon Espiner to ask the simple question of Clark: 
can you give an assurance to voters that if they re-
elect you as Prime Minister for another term, you’ll 
serve as PM for another term?

How hard is that?
Clark shouldn’t be allowed to get away with eva-

sive answers. Memo to Duncan and Guyon: nail it. 
Wouldn’t it be the biggest electoral swindle ever 

if all Clark was doing was trying to win the election 
for her successor?

Perhaps that’s the reason Clark has not articu-
lated much personal vision for what she would do 
in a fourth term – because she knows she won’t be 
there.

Regardless of whether Labour wins or loses, 
however, the party’s apparatchiks in the Educa-
tion and Health bureaucracies are swiftly imple-
menting arguably their most daring piece of social 
engineering policy yet: the Before Schools Check 
programme.

As Americans and the rest of us discovered post 
9-11, upheaval and crisis can be used by govern-
ments to slip in ever more draconian controls and 
regulations over the public. The war on terror has 
cost us privacy in a huge way, and now here in New 
Zealand the war on youth crime is going to cost 
every family – because it’s the excuse being used for 
the introduction of national child screening tests.

Like all good Big Brother ideas, there’s usually 
what seems like a common sense principle at the 
core of the issue. In this case, identifying at-risk 
kids would seem like a good idea. But most schools 

can already easily identify the ones who later turn 
to crime and disruption – they’re not exactly hard 
to spot. Yet here we are, precious taxpayer funds 
being used in a recession to create a vast new data-
base spying on every single family in the country 
with kids.

Incredible.
The old use-a-sledgehammer approach. Suddenly, 

everyone’s a suspect and if your child so much as 
snorts derisively in class there’s a risk they’ll end 
up with a team of government shrinks psychoana-
lysing them.

The Ministry of Health’s briefing paper urging 
B4SC teams not to disclose the full implications of 
the tests to parents is another sign that something 
seriously is not right with Labour’s new social engi-
neering policy.

The idea that the State knows best how to bring 
up kids is a very dangerous one, and the idea of 
government shrinks labelling kids as “abnormal” on 
official files is equally abhorrent to most parents.

Voters deserve to know more about both these 
stories.

www.tgifedition.com
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12 QuESTIONS  
By David Farrar 
  Kiwiblog   

1.Did Helen not notice her party president – the 
Labour Party Campaign Chair and Manager, was 
out of the country trying to dig up dirt on John 
Key from 20 years ago? 

2.Did no one notice he was absent from the daily 
campaign meetings he normally chairs? 

3.Why were taxpayer funded members of Labour’s 
Parliamentary Research Unit also in Australia with 
Mike Williams trying to smear John Key? 

4.Who paid for all their travel? 
5.Does the head of the research unit still report 

unofficially to Heather Simpson? 
6.Is the Batman who posted documents anony-

mously to Dominion Post reporters the same Bat-
man who is an author on The Standard and posted 
on the H-Fee earlier this month? 

7.Why did The Standard delete the previous post 

from Batman? 
8.Does this not link The Standard to Mike Wil-

liams and the Labour Parliamentary Research 
Unit? 

9.Is it not time that Labour fronted up and 
revealed how many of the 15 Standard authors are 
parliamentary and ministerial staffers? 

10.Who from Labour told Winston about the 
smear so he could refer to it on Alt TV? 

11.Doesn’t it undermine Helen’s claim she had 
nothing to do with it, when her parliamentary strat-
egist Pete Hodgson is trying to beat it up? 

12.Is Helen just pretending she knew nothing 
about the attempted smear, or has she lost control of 
her party, her party president and her own research 
unit? 

DAWkINS, DEISM AND JESuS  
By Bill Muehlenberg� 
  billMuehlenberg.coM   
Arch-atheist Richard Dawkins is an evolutionist. But 
many are now asking whether the dyed-in-the-wool 
critic of religion may be, well, evolving in his views 
about God. You see, in a recent debate with theist and 
Christian John Lennox, he let slip what many would 
regard as a major blooper: he actually admitted that 
there might be a case for theism of sorts.

Here is the background to the story. In October 
of 2007 Oxford Professor Richard Dawkins debated 
his Oxford colleague Dr. John Lennox in Birming-
ham, Alabama. It was a lively affair, with Lennox 
arguing for theism in general and Christianity in 
particular. Lennox is a worthy opponent, since his 
is a philosopher of science and a mathematician. So 
he can match Dawkins on the scientific issues.

That debate, which is well-worthwhile watching, 
can be seen here  And everyone should really 
get hold of the brilliant book by Lennox, God’s 
Undertaker: Has Science Buried God? (Lion, 2007). 
It is a devastating critique of Dawkins in particular 
and naturalistic evolutionary thinking in general.

A second debate between the pair was held at 
Oxford’s Natural History Museum last week (21 
October). In this debate Dawkins spent much of 
his time attacking the Christian doctrine of the 
divinity of Jesus, while Lennox of course defended 
it. But early on in the piece Dawkins made this 
amazing remark: “A serious case could be made for 
a deistic God”.

Now the debate does not yet seem to be on the 
Net, so I have only second-hand accounts to go by 
here. But if these reports are correct, then this is a 
very startling admission indeed. One person who 
attended the debate was British commentator 
Melanie Phillips. I will deal with her remarks and 
observations in a moment.

But first let me say a few words about deism. There 
seems to be a lot of misunderstanding about what 
deism actually is. Indeed, I get many atheists on my 

website talking about deism but they clearly do not 
understand the concept very well.

For example, in 2005 Professor Antony Flew – 
perhaps the most well-known and important atheist 
in the world for many decades – announced that 
he was no longer an atheist. He said the evidence 
forced him to abandon atheism, and that he was 
now a deist. He even wrote a book about it all in 
2007 called, There is a God (HarperOne).

This was a worldview change of seismic propor-
tions. It was a most remarkable turnaround. For 
someone who had spent over five decades champi-
oning the atheist cause to all of a sudden renounce 
it was an incredible achievement.

Of course fellow atheists were livid, and denounced 
him in most scathing terms – or, sought to ignore 
the whole affair altogether. He was seen as a trai-
tor, a turncoat and an apostate by other atheists. 
So much for the tolerance and open-mindedness 
of unbelief.

And whenever I would mention Flew and his 
conversion to theism, I would have angry atheists 
write in accusing me of lies and deception. ‘He is 
not a Christian’ they would exclaim. ‘He is not even 
a theist – he is just a deist.’ Of course I never said 
he was a Christian. Flew has never claimed to be a 
Christian either. However it is quite interesting to 
note that at the end of his book there is a chapter on 
the resurrection of Jesus Christ by NT Wright. Flew 
said this about the case for Christianity presented 
by Wright: “It is absolutely wonderful, absolutely 
radical, and very powerful.”

Thus Flew is not a biblical Christian, but he seems 
pretty open to it. So what about Flew’s deism? My 
atheist buddies keep trying to say that Flew is not 
a theist, but a deist. For some reason they cannot 
seem to grasp the fact that deism is simply a subset 
of theism. Very simply stated, deists belief that there 
is a God who has created the world, but he now acts 
as an absentee landlord.

That is, deists believe in a creator God, but noth-
ing further. They do not think God continues in any 
way to be involved with this world, or interact with 
creation, or answer prayer, and so on. He created the 
universe much as a watchmaker winds us a watch, 
but then the world, like the watch, is left to unwind 
on its own.

Thus deism is clearly a far cry from revealed reli-
gion (eg. Judaism and Christianity), and is largely 
the playground of rationalist philosophers, not bibli-
cal believers. Deism denies God’s immanence (his 
personal involvement in this world) and of course 
denies basic Judeo-Christian beliefs, such as mira-
cles, divine revelation, and a personal relationship 
with God. It posits a transcendent, but impersonal 
God, and is very much the God of the philosophers, 
not the God of revelational religion.

But deism still asserts belief in a creator God, no 
matter how far such a notion of the divine differs 
from the Judeo-Christian understanding. So this 
brings us back to Dawkins and his claim: “A seri-
ous case could be made for a deistic God”. For an 
anti-supernaturalist, materialist and atheist like 
Dawkins to even open the door ever so slightly to 
allow the possibility of a deistic God is a huge ideo-
logical jump indeed.

It seems however that he backtracked on his 
comments almost immediately afterwards. As 
I mentioned, Melanie Phillips was at the debate, 
and she had a chance to ask him a few questions 
afterward. I let her pick up the story: “Afterwards, 
I asked Dawkins whether he had indeed changed 
his position and become more open to ideas which 
lay outside the scientific paradigm.  He vehemently 
denied this and expressed horror that he might have 
given this impression. But he also said other things 
which suggested to me that some of his own views 
simply don’t meet the criteria of empirical evidence 
that he insists must govern all our thinking.”

“For example, I put to him that, since he is pre-
pared to believe that the origin of all matter was 
an entirely spontaneous event, he therefore believes 
that something can be created out of nothing — and 
that since such a belief runs counter to the very 
scientific principles of verifiable evidence which he 
tells us should govern all our thinking, this is itself 
precisely the kind of irrationality, or ‘magic’, which 
he scorns. In reply he said that, although he agreed 
this was a problematic position, he did indeed 
believe that the first particle arose spontaneously 
from nothing, because the alternative explanation 
- God - was more incredible. Later, he amplified this 
by saying that physics was coming up with theories 
to show how matter could spontaneously be cre-
ated from nothing. But as far as I can see – and as 
Anthony Flew elaborates – these theories cannot 
answer the crucial question of how the purpose-car-
rying codes which gave rise to self–reproduction 
in life-forms arose out of matter from which any 
sense of purpose was totally absent. So such a belief, 
whether adduced by physicists or anyone else, does 
not rest upon rational foundations.” 

“Even more jaw-droppingly, Dawkins told me 
that, rather than believing in God, he was more 
receptive to the theory that life on earth had indeed 
been created by a governing intelligence – but one 
which had resided on another planet. Leave aside 
the question of where that extra-terrestrial intel-
ligence had itself come from, is it not remarkable 
that the arch-apostle of reason finds the concept of 
God more unlikely as an explanation of the universe 
than the existence and plenipotentiary power of 
extra-terrestrial little green men?”

“The other thing that jumped out at me from 
this debate was that, although Dawkins insisted 
over and over again that all he was concerned with 

was whether or not something was true, he himself 
seems to be pretty careless with historical evidence. 
Anthony Flew, for example, points out in his own 
book that Dawkins’s claim in The God Delusion 
that Einstein was an atheist is manifestly false, since 
Einstein had specifically denied that he was either 
a pantheist or an atheist. In the debate, under pres-
sure from Lennox Dawkins was actually forced to 
retract his previous claim that Jesus had probably 
‘never existed’.”

So what is one to make of all this? Well, as much 
as ol’ Richard may not like me saying so, miracles 
evidently still happen. If uber-atheist Antony Flew 
can abandon his atheism, and even consider the case 
for Christianity, then maybe there is a God after all! 
And if Richard can even contemplate the fact that 
his materialistic straightjacket is just a bit too tight, 
and allow for something other than his doctrinaire 
atheism, then there may be hope yet for all of us.

Suffice it to say, I have been praying, and will 
continue to pray, for Flew, Dawkins, Harris and oth-
ers like them. I pray that Flew keeps going in his 
spiritual quest, and finally discovers the liberating 
experience of undertaking a personal relationship 
with Jesus Christ.

I pray that Dawkins and the other belligerent 
atheists also see the light. Of course even if Dawkins 
concedes only a little ground to deism, then he will 
not believe there is a God who will be interested in 
my prayers. But my God is not the abstract ration-
alistic construct of the philosophers, but is the living 
God of the universe who raised Jesus Christ from 
the dead and who invites every single one of us to 
abandon the dead-end roads we are on, and come 
into newness of life with Him because of what Jesus 
Christ accomplished on our behalf at Calvary.

Spectator: Is Richard Dawkins still evolving?
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WASHINGTON –� During the high-water mark of 
realpolitik in Europe in the 19th and early 20th cen-
tury, all issues were viewed through a geopolitical 
lens. To manage relations between nations, one needed 
a genius like Bismarck. Every foreign policy action 
was looked at in terms of how it impacted the delicate 
balance between allies and enemies, even if those allies 
and enemies were constantly changing.

Much later, during the Cold War, every interna-
tional economic policy was viewed through the 
lens of how it impacted our permanent enemy, the 
Soviet Union. But the collapse of the Berlin Wall 
heralded the end of history, and the pursuit of com-
mercial objectives. Secretaries of state, instead of 
worrying about thermonuclear exchange, worried 
about chicken exports. After Sept. 11, 2001, we have 
returned to a Manichaean worldview, in which each 
of our actions on the global economic stage is judged 
by how it plays into the ongoing war on terror or the 
current conflicts in Iraq and Afghanistan.

Some regard the end of history as an exceptional 

period between 1991 and 2001, 10 years when the 
Earth flattened in extraordinary ways, at least for 
a time, before returning to its more usual three-
dimensional reality, of peaks and valleys that 
obscured the political and economic forces that 
once could be seen so plainly.

But there is another, perhaps equally Manichaean 
lens through which international economic issues 
should now be viewed. Rather than thinking about 
how these issues impact the current geopolitical 
firmament as it exists today, it would be better to ask 
how the pressing of certain issues impacts another, 
no less important economic-strategic map – where 
there are two very different, almost diametrically 
opposed worldviews.

The first view seeks economic freedom and indi-
vidual empowerment of firms and consumers; the 
second believes that capitalism can be beneficially 
steered by government interference and that coun-
tries best compete by building national champions 
and protecting their producers from the produc-

ers in other countries. If this is the battlefield that 
is channelling the immutable economic forces at 
play, then foreign economic policy actions should be 
judged by reference to their impact on this battle-
field, not on the geopolitical lens of the war on terror 
or with respect to Iraq or Afghanistan, important 
though those battles are.

Unfortunately this geopolitical approach to for-
eign economic policy allows certain countries that 
espouse the right rhetoric with respect to terrorism, 
or are publicly hostile to nations we are suspicious 
of, to get away with bad domestic economic prac-
tices. Indeed, by allowing countries to get away with 
domestic actions that distort their markets to deliver 
on political goals, simply because they are with us 
on unrelated geopolitical issues at the moment (or 
convince us that they are) makes no sense, especially 
if we are thereby thwarting the overall direction of 
their economic policies toward fewer market distor-
tions and less government interference in the econ-
omy. Better to ensure that nations are built through 

By Joel Brinkley 
McClatchy-Tribune News Service

While Russia endlessly complains about America’s 
growing influence in Eastern Europe and Central 
Asia, it is making a brazen attempt to buy alle-
giance from Latin American states that are gener-
ally thought to be firmly ensconced in the United 
States’ back yard.

Typical for Russians, they are none-too-subtle 
about this. They are making their intentions plain 
and show no reticence about describing their true 
motivation: Payback.

“These visits and manoeuvres can be interpreted 
as an asymmetrical response to Washington,” said 
Vladimir Davydov, director of a Russian research 
institute focused on Latin America. He made these 
remarks to the Russian newspaper Kommersant.

Russia should be high on the list of countries the next 
president needs to cultivate after eight years of destruc-
tive Bush administration diplomacy. Unlike Iran, North 
Korea, Syria, Venezuela, Pakistan and other problem 
states, Russia’s leaders at least have the ability to act 
reasonably and follow through on what they say – if 
they believe Washington is being sincere.

For now, though, the relationship is tumbling 
from bad to worse. Kommersant also reported that 
Russia has offered to “bring back Russian military 
facilities” to Cuba.

Russia last brought significant military facilities 
to Cuba in 1962, spawning the Cuban missile crisis. 
That brought the world to the brink of nuclear war, 

and Cuba would have been the first nation hit. This 
time, understandably, the paper said Cuba was “cool 
to the idea.” Almost certainly, Russia does not intend 
to position nuclear weapons in Cuba. Still, Russia 
feels equally aggrieved today by the American deci-
sion to deploy elements of a missile defense system 
in Poland and the Czech Republic. It has threat-
ened to point nuclear missiles at those two states, 
and some Russians have offered dark warnings of 
possible invasions. After the invasion of Georgia in 

August, that no longer sounds like a hollow threat.
So, by their logic, aren’t they entitled to station 

some equipment in Cuba – right now? While both 
nations plunge headlong toward a new Cold War, 
each side denies that is the case. Thomas Shannon, 
a cool-headed assistant secretary of state, asserted 
that the United States “has no intention of reviv-
ing Cold War images or Cold War rhetoric. This is a 
conflict that the region has thankfully left behind.” 
Russian officials have made similar observations.

But somebody forgot to tell the region – or least 

its leftist members.
Historically, the United States has neglected 

Latin America – except when it wants to meddle, 
invade or castigate its leaders. That has been no less 
true during the Bush Administration. Four nations 
– Nicaragua, Venezuela, Ecuador and Bolivia – have 
turned cold and hostile toward Washington. In 
recent weeks, two of them, Venezuela and Bolivia, 
have expelled their U.S. ambassadors. Russia is 
courting all of these countries, and others, with arms 

sales, money and varied offers of aid.
Even Colombia, Washington’s closest ally in 

South America, has fallen for Russia’s blandish-
ments. The U.S. is providing Colombia with $236 
million in aid this year, most of it for the military. 
And yet, Defence Minister Juan Manuel Santos 
visited Moscow this month, hoping to hop on the 
gravy train. He said he wanted to discuss “better 
relations in defence.” Venezuela is buying fighter jets, 
tanks and armoured vehicles from Russia and is 
in discussions about purchasing submarines. The 

Venezuelan government also says it wants to start a 
nuclear-energy program. Russia has agreed to help. 
Venezuela insists that it is interested only in peace-
ful uses of nuclear fuel. But haven’t we heard that 
before? Russia is providing Bolivia with military 
helicopters and, incredibly, help with drug enforce-
ment – in a country whose president, Evo Morales, is 
also president of the nation’s coca growing unions. 
That is certain to be faux enforcement.

In Ecuador last week, Nicolai Patrushev, secre-
tary of the Russian Federation Security Council, 
said his country wanted to collaborate with Ecua-
doran intelligence “to expand Moscow’s influence 
in Latin America and offer a counterweight to the 
United States,” the BBC reported. Ecuador’s leaders 
appeared to like the idea.

The United States seems to be complacent about 
all of this. It could that with the end of the term so 
near, the State Department is willing to fight only 
the most urgent fires.

Shanon, the assistant secretary of state, dismissed 
the problem, saying: “There is no doubt about who 
holds the preponderance of military power in the 
Caribbean.” But this is not about military power. 
It’s about political alliances and influence. Russia 
is making significant headway across Latin America 
while Washington stands aside.

They must be grinning in Moscow right now.
Joel Brinkley is a Pulitzer Prize-winning former foreign correspond-

ent  for The New York Times and now a professor of  journalism at 

Stanford University. Readers may send him e-mail at: brinkley@

foreign-matters.com

Outside View: The economy and geopolitics
the operation of immutable economic forces that 
channel economic freedom delivered through free 
and competitive markets, open trade and property 
rights protection. Such nations are much more likely 
to be more allied to our permanent interests, in the 
words of Lord Palmerston, and see the world as we 
do at any given time. 

Such a foreign economic policy is more in line 
with what the United States traditionally has stood 
for from its founding. Indeed, viewing economic 
freedom issues through a geopolitical lens histori-
cally has been the province of more cynical Euro-
pean powers. The United States’ highest and best 
contributions to global civilization have been when 
it has stood as the freedom nation. But this requires 
us to understand what freedom actually means.

The fundamental forces of freedom are, as they 
always have been, economic in nature. True freedom 
is more than about elections. It is about the indi-
vidual empowerment of people. That empowerment 
can come about only when markets are undistorted 
and free of governmental restraints. It can come 
about only when countries pursue open trade poli-
cies. It can come about only when the property of 
individuals is protected and cannot be taken from 
the people by their governments. Ensuring that 
nations advance down this path should be the 
non-negotiable foreign policy objective of any U.S. 
administration. It should not be compromised for 
the sake of limited, present geopolitical gain. 

Societies that embrace these principles will be 
societies that can have a dialogue about how best 
to achieve these goals. Such societies will be viable 
partners on economic as well as geopolitical issues. 
In the case of the vital issue of the war on terror, 
building such societies will starve terrorist organiza-
tions of recruits and cash, their lifeblood. Ultimately, 
whatever the rhetoric, we will not be able to dialogue 
with nations that move down a statist, central-con-
trol economic path. The poverty and hopelessness to 
which such societies inevitably will lead, by contrast, 
will feed the terrorist networks’ need for cash and 
foster global differences.

Shanker Singham is  the  leader of Squire Sanders & Dempsey 

L.L.P.’s market access/WTO practice and chairs  the  International 

Roundtable on Trade and Competition Policy Inc. He is the author of 

A General Theory of Trade and Competition: Trade Liberalization and 

Competitive Markets, Cameron May, 2007.)

– UPI
  

Send lawyers, guns and money: Russia’s new realpolitik
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NAIROBI/kINSHASA –� Calm has returned to 
the east of the Democratic Republic of Congo, a 
spokesman for the United Nations peacekeeping 
mission said Thursday after four days of fighting 
that saw Tutsi rebels come close to taking the city 
of Goma.

General Laurent Nkunda, leader of the National 
Congress for the Defence of the People (CNDP), 
yesterday announced a unilateral ceasefire to “pre-
vent panic in Goma.” The CNDP had been engaged 
in fighting with Congolese and UN troops.

The UN peacekeeping mission in the DR Congo 
(MONUC) said that the 

ceasefire was holding.
“There has been no new fighting as of last night,” 

MONUC spokesman 
Madnodje Mounoubai told Deutsche Presse-

Agentur dpa today.
UN helicopter gunships and armoured vehicles 

supported Congolese troops near Goma, the capital 
of North Kivu province, over the past few days as 
they struggled to contain Nkunda’s forces.

The Congolese army went into full retreat Wednes-
day, joining tens of thousands of refugees streaming 
toward Goma after the CNDP took control of small 
towns near the city.

Silvia Holten, spokeswoman for charity World 
Vision, told dpa Wednesday that Goma was in a state 
of panic as Nkunda’s troops converged.

Congolese armed forces were mixed in with the 
refugees and were reportedly panicking and firing 
in the air to get civilians out of their way.

The United Nations on Thursday ordered all 
local aid agencies to evacuate their staff from Goma 
as Nkunda’s troops approached the outskirts of 
the city.

There were reports that the rebels had entered 
Goma, but Mounoubai said that the town was 
secure.

“There was some firing inside Goma, but as of now 
Goma is under MONUC control,” he said.

The UN-backed Radio Okapi said that govern-
ment troops were looting shops and restaurants 
in Goma, and that they had killed nine civilians, 
injured three others and raped three women.

Despite the ceasefire, Mounoubai said that the 
movement of refugees was continuing.

“It (the refugee movement) is going in both direc-

tions,” he said. “People from outside are fleeing into 
Goma and people inside Goma, who don’t know 
what is going on, are fleeing.”

The UN peacekeeping mission in Congo has 
engaged the rebels over the 
past few days, pounding their 
positions with gunships, but 
their forces were stretched to 
the limit.

Alan Doss, the top UN envoy 
to the Democratic Republic of 
Congo, appealed Tuesday for 
more soldiers. Further troops 
have yet to be committed.

Of the 17,000 UN peace-
keepers in the sprawling coun-
try, around 6,000 are deployed 
in North Kivu.

The CNDP and other groups 
in January signed peace 
accords designed to end spo-
radic clashes that occurred 
during 2007, four years after 
a war that began in 1998 offi-
cially ended.

But the CNDP and govern-
ment soldiers have been involved in repeated clashes 
in the eastern provinces of North and South Kivu 
since late August.

Congo’s government has accused neighbouring 
Rwanda of amassing troops on its border with a 
view to backing Nkunda, who says he is fighting to 
protect Tutsis from armed Hutu groups.

There were some reports of firing across the 
Rwandan border on Wednesday, but they could 
not be verified.

Many Hutus fled to Congo after the 1994 mas-
sacres in Rwanda when Hutu militants killed an 
estimated 800,000 Tutsis and moderate Hutus in 
the space of a few months.

The UN Security Council condemned the fight-
ing and called on Rwanda and Congo to defuse 
tensions.

The UN said about 250,000 civilians have fled 
the fighting since August, bringing the number of 
refugees in North Kivu to almost 1 million.

“The numbers of internally displaced are already 
huge, and it looks like it is going to grow,” UN spokes-
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man Ron Redmond said.
Doctors Without Borders, which said that on 

Sunday alone it treated 70 war wounded, warned 
Thursday that the situation was still “extremely 
volatile” and that refugees urgently needed shelter, 
food and clean water.

Many of those who have fled to the environs of 
Goma were already refugees from other areas.

More than 5 million people are estimated to 
have died as a result of the 1998-2003 war in the 
resource-rich nation, most of them from hunger 
and disease.

The conflict is often referred to as the African 
World War, owing to the large number of different 
armed forces involved. 

– DPA

NAIROBI –� Kenyan police have barred the media 
from the home of the grandmother of US presiden-
tial hopeful Barack Obama in the run-up to next 
week’s US elections, news reports said today. 

Local and international journalists have been 
increasingly pestering Sarah Obama and her fam-
ily in the small village of Kogelo in western Kenya, 
after the matriarch gave an interview declaring 
Barrack Obama had been born in Kenya, not in 
the US as he claims. 

Police now have placed an embargo on all inter-
views with or photographs of Senator Obama’s 
extended family in Kenya until after the voting. 

“We do not want Mama Sarah Obama to be dis-
turbed at the moment as she needs time to monitor 
the elections as they unfold,” Siaya district police 
chief Johnston Ipara told the Daily Nation. 

Security has been stepped up at the Obama home 
since a failed robbery in September. 

Kenyan authorities have also sealed access to 
birth records at the hospital where Obama’s grand-
mother claims he was born.

Under the US constitution, a president must be a 
“natural born” US citizen, and there’s been growing 
speculation that Obama is not, making him ineligi-
ble to serve if elected. Obama has refused to release 
an original copy of his US birth certificate. Last 
week a US federal judge rejected a lawsuit on the 
issue, however, saying the public had “no legal stand-
ing” to enforce the constitutional provision.

– DPA

Obama’s past 
gets murkier

NEW DELHI –� At least 61 people were killed and 275 
injured in nine bomb blasts triggered by suspected 
separatist and Muslim militants in India’s north-east-
ern state of Assam, officials said.

There were nine blasts within 20 minutes, the first 
at 11:20 am (0550 GMT).

Three blasts took place in the state capital, Guwa-
hati; three in Kokrajhar district; two in Barpeta dis-
trict and one in Bongaigaon  district, all in western 
Assam, a top state spokesman said.

“The death toll now is 61 and at least 275 people 
are injured. In  Guwahati alone 31 people were killed 
and 150 were injured,” Assam’s Home Commissioner 
Subhash Chandra Das said by telephone.

“Nineteen people were killed in three explosions in 
Kokrajhar district, 11 in Barpeta district,” he added.

These were the worst-ever attacks to have taken 
place in India’s volatile north-eastern region shaken 
by insurgencies and secessionist movements.

High intensity explosives were planted in cars, 
autorickshaws and  culverts at busy places across 
the state, officials said.

“The death toll could rise further as nearly 25 to 
30 people are grievously injured and battling for 
their lives in hospitals,” the commissioner said.

Television footage showed thick black smoke bil-
lowing from destroyed shops and mangled vehicles 
as people screamed and ran in panic.

The Guwahati blasts took place in crowded mar-
kets like Fancy Bazar, Pan Bazar and Paltan Bazar 
as well as the busy Ganeshguri area, a short distance 
from high-security state assembly complex.

“The area was teeming with peo-
ple, office-goers, shoppers and ven-
dors when a very big explosion took 
place,” Arindam Das, a witness at the 
blast in Ganeshguri, told the IANS 
news agency.

“I saw at least six dead bodies while 
more than 30 people were lying on 
the ground and bleeding,” Arindam 
Das said.

The bombings sparked protests and 
street violence with angry mobs attack-
ing police teams in Guwahati, saying 
they had failed to provide adequate 
security and had reached the blast 
sites late.

“Crowds went on a rampage, pelting 
stones at police and trying to set police 
vehicles and even fire tenders ablaze,” 
another witness, Saurabh Chowdhary, 
told news channels. “There is utter law-
lessness.”

The state administration placed 
police on red alert, later imposed a 
curfew in sensitive areas in Guwahati 
and deployed additional paramilitary 
patrols.

“A red alert has been sounded 
across the state,” Assam Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi 
told reporters. “It is a designed and planned attack 
carried out to spread terror.” 

– DPA

Death toll from Indian blasts rises
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By Steve Gelsi 
MarketWatch

NEW YORk –� Exxon Mobil Corp.’s third-quarter 
net income rose 58 percent to a new record of nearly 
US$15 billion, the energy giant said this afternoon, 
in a likely swan song for groundbreaking profits 
tied to this past summer’s triple-digit prices for 
crude oil.

Exxon added that total production fell 8 percent 
and warned that its fourth-quarter earnings would 
be cut by about $500 million because of repairs and 
lower volumes.

Shares of the oil giant rose 40 cents in choppy 
trading to end at $75.05, lagging the energy sector 
along with Royal Dutch Shell, which posted a 22 
percent increase in profit. 

While the company’s profits set a record, Wall 
Street yawned as the prospects for future riches 
dimmed on a plunge in oil prices since Sept. 30.

“These astronomical numbers were driven by a 
market frenzy that pushed up oil prices to absurd 
levels, as so aptly demonstrated they have now 
dropped by half,” said Anthony Sabino, professor of 
business and law at St. John’s University. “And as the 
recession takes shape, expect numbers more in line 
with normal profits of say one or two years ago.”

Exxon Mobil said it earned $14.83 billion, or 
$2.86 a share, up from $9.41 billion, or $1.70 a share 
in the year-ago period.

Excluding items, earnings generated by the Irv-
ing, Texas, oil producer and refiner rose 42 percent 
to $13.38 billion, or $2.59 a share, for the latest 
quarter.

Quarterly revenue jumped to $137.74 billion 
from the prior year’s $102.34 billion.

Analysts had been expecting earnings of $2.38 a 
share, according to the consensus derived in a survey 
by FactSet Research.

Exxon Mobil stuck to its capital spending fore-
cast of $25 billion to $35 billion a year for the next 
five years, even as smaller companies have issued 
cutbacks.

Production fell during the quarter by about 2 
percent, as expected, after adjustments for main-
tenance, hurricane outages, depletion of existing 
wells and other factors.

Exxon Mobil expects higher production from 
the North Sea in the fourth quarter, and progress 
on updates in Nigeria.

Looking ahead to production in 2009, the oil 
giant expects a boost from a new liquid natural 
gas project in Qatar and elsewhere, with plans to 
increase overall production starting in the fourth 
quarter and in the coming year.

“Despite the continuing uncertainty in world 
financial markets, Exxon Mobil has maintained a 
strong financial position,” the company said. The 
company finished the quarter with $37 billion in 
cash.

They’re only passing on costs, right?

MADRID –� Spain’s Queen Sofia opposes gay mar-
riage and doesn’t understand the need for gay pride 
parades, according to a report in the daily El Pais 
about a newly published biography on the queen. 

According to the report, the queen is not opposed, 
in principle, to homosexuals living together or form-
ing unions. “But you can’t characterize this as mar-
riage,” she told the newspaper. 

She proposed alternate names – civil union, for 
example – for such pairings. 

She also questioned the need for gay pride 
parades. 

“I can understand, expect and respect that 
there are people with other sexual orientations. 
But should they feel proud of that? Should they 

queen queries ‘gay pride’ marches
climb on top of cars and hold parades?” she asked. 
“If everyone who wasn’t gay rallied through the 
streets [to celebrate their sexual orientation], traffic 
would come to a standstill.” 

The comments predictably drew swift attacks 
and calls for retraction from gay rights groups and 
liberal politicians. 

“It is unprecedented that the palace, which usu-
ally never comments on social issues, now has to 
vent about one group of citizens who have been 
discriminated against in the past,” stated FELGTB, 
an association of gays and lesbians. 

The IU, a leftist party, declared itself grateful 
that the legislature, and not the royal family, gets 
to decide the legality of gay marriages. 

The new biography, The Queen Up Close, is the 
first time Sofia has made public comments on politi-
cal issues. The book is being released in conjunction 
with her 70th birthday, which falls on November 2. 
According to the publisher, it was reviewed by the 
royal palace before publication. 

In the book, Sofia also recounts a story where she 
asked former Cuban president Fidel Castro to open 
up his country to outsiders. According to the report, 
he responded that if he opened it up a little bit, then 
he would have to open it up a lot. 

She also said she does not worry too much when 
anti-monarchy protesters burn images of her hus-
band, King Juan Carlos. 

– DPA

LONDON –� An Australian man of German extrac-
tion wanted in Germany on charges of denying the 
mass killing of Jews in the Holocaust has been freed 
on bail by a court in London following extradition 
proceedings. 

Westminster Magistrate’s Court confirmed early 
this morning that a judge had thrown out an extra-
dition bid from Germany for 64-year-old Gerald 
Frederick Toben, arrested at London’s Heathrow 
airport on October 1 on the basis of a European 
Union (EU) arrest warrant. 

District Judge Daphne Wickham had ruled the 
warrant invalid Thursday because it contained 
insufficient detail of the allegations made against 
Toben, who had been released pending an appeal 
on strict bail conditions. 

The warrant had contained only “sparse” details 
about Toben’s alleged offences, including exactly 
what they were and where and when they took place, 
the judge ruled. 

Toben, a historian and former high school teacher, 
is wanted by a court in Mannheim, southern Ger-
many, on charges of Holocaust denial in spreading 
anti-Semitic propaganda. Unlike in Britain, deny-
ing the Holocaust is an offence in Germany with a 
maximum jail term of five years. 

Toben will be freed on a bail sum of 100,000 
pounds. He will have to provide residence at an 
approved address as well as written confirmation 
from the Australian High Commission of which 
passports he holds, and will not be allowed to access 
the internet. 

Toben’s lawyers had argued that the arrest war-
rant was flawed, but Melanie Cumberland, acting for 
the German authorities, said the required informa-
tion could be provided. 

She said Toben should be extradited so he could 
be put on trial for posting anti-Semitic and revision-
ist material on the internet in Australia, Germany 
and other countries between 2000 and 2004. 

In 1999, Toben spent seven months in jail in 
Germany and has served an 11-month sentence in 
Austria for Holocaust denial. 

David Irving, the British historian and Holocaust 
denier, said after the ruling that he believed the 
High Court would uphold the judge’s decision. 

“This shows that we defeated Germany again, 
we’ve defeated Europe, in fact,” Irving told reporters 
after the ruling. 

– DPA

Aussie holocaust-
denier out on bail
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FRANkFuRT –� German book publishers today 
denounced this week’s historic accord between 
Google and US authors, dubbing it “a Trojan Horse” 
which would make the US company the master of 
the world’s knowledge.

Google, which has scanned seven million books to 
include their contents in its internet search engine, 
announced Wednesday it would let US users read 
the pages of books that are out of print but are still 
in copyright.

Under the settlement with the US Authors Guild 
and the Association of American Publishers, royal-
ties will be paid for past and future use of the books 
by Google.

Millions of the books are outdated and their 
authors dead, so a Google-funded book registry 
will be set up to discover who now owns the copy-
rights. Google said it hoped to reach similar deals 
to benefit Europe and Asia.

But the Boersenverein, the German booksell-
ers and publishers association which has bitterly 
opposed Google for years, rejected the accord as a 
“creeping takeover.”

“This accord is like a Trojan Horse. Google aims 
to achieve worldwide control of knowledge and cul-
ture,” said Alexander Skipis, chief executive of the 
Boersenverein, in a statement.

“In the name of cultural diversity, this American 
model is out of the question for Europe,” he said. It 
contradicted “the European ideal of diversity 
through competition.”

The Boersenverein has funded a pay-for-use 
book-scanning service for German-language books, 
Libreka.

In the United States the Google accord has been 
widely welcomed, since the bulk of books existing 
today are hard to obtain, as they are no longer on 
sale and uneconomic to reprint though their copy-
rights have not expired.

At US public libraries, those books from recent 
decades will be visible in their entirety on library 
computers, while 20 per cent of those books will be 
visible to home users. For readers in the rest of the 
world, Google will only be showing “snippets”: about 
two lines of text at a time. 

– DPA

google books deal slammed

JERuSALEM –� In what was said to be “the most 
significant archaeological discovery in Israel since 
the Dead Sea Scrolls,” archaeologists have unearthed 
the earliest known written Hebrew text, the Hebrew 
University of Jerusalem announced this afternoon.

The 3,000-year-old 15 x 15 cm ostracon (pottery 
shard inscribed with writing in ink) comprises five 
lines of text divided by black lines and was found 
at excavations carried out at a 10th century BC 
fortress.

It was discovered lying on the floor inside a build-
ing near the city gate of the site, known as the Elah 
fortress at Khirbet Qeiyafa, south-east of modern 
Jerusalem.

According to the university, carbon-14 dating of 
organic material found with the ostracon, admin-
istered by Oxford University, along with pottery 
analysis, dates the inscription to 3,000 years ago, 
the time of the Biblical King David. Consequently, 
it predates the Dead Sea Scrolls by approximately 
1,000 years.

Although the inscription has yet to be fully deci-
phered, it contains the roots of the words “slave,” 
“judge” and “king.” It is thought to be part of a let-
ter or a legal text that was written as a deliberate 
message by a trained scribe.

The university said it was hoped that the text 
inscribed on the ostracon would serve “as an anchor 
in our understanding of the development of all 
alphabetic scripts.”

Excavations at the Elah fortress, the earliest 
known fortified city from the biblical period in 
Israel, began in June 2008.

The fortress was situated on the border between 
biblical Philistia and the biblical kingdom of Judea 
and it thought to have been a major checkpoint guard-
ing the main road from the coast to Jerusalem.

It overlooks the Valley of Elah, believed to be the 
site of the battle between the future king David and 
Goliath, as recounted in the Old Testament (I Samuel 

17.) Only four per cent of the fortress site has been 
excavated to date. 

Meanwhile, in a second major discovery 
announced today, Israeli archeologists said they 
have found a “rare” stone seal in an ancient building 
being excavated near the Wailing Wall, a remnant 
of the Jewish Biblical Temple within the  historic, 
walled Old City of Jerusalem.

The 1.2 centimetre by 1.4 centimetre black stone 
has an engraving of an archer shooting a bow and 
arrow. The Biblical Jewish name Habab appears 
next to the archer in ancient Hebrew script.

Its ancient owner probably held a military 
position, possibly that of army commander of the 
Biblical Kingdom of Judah, the Israel Antiquities 
Authority (IAA) said in a statement.

It said the seal was the first one made by a private 
person, bearing a Hebrew name and decorated in 
the Assyrian style found in Israel. It attests to the 
“strong” influence of the Assyrian empire in Jeru-
salem in ancient times, the IAA said.

It said the stone dates back to the latter part of 
what is known in Jewish history as the First Temple 
Period, or the 10th to 6th century BC - the time 
between when King Solomon began construction 
of the first Jewish Biblical temple in Jerusalem and 
the holy structure’s subsequent destruction by the 
conquering Babylonians four centuries later.

The seal was found in a building dating from the 
seventh century BC, which is currently being uncov-
ered near the Wailing Wall, the only still standing rem-
nant of the second Jewish Biblical temple, built in 516 
BCE and destroyed by the Romans in 70 CE. 

– DPA

In the United States the Google accord has 
been widely welcomed, since the bulk of 
books existing today are hard to obtain

LOCkHART, AuSTRALIA –� The wheat on Colin 
Weise’s 513-hectare property near the town of 
Lockhart in Australia’s south-east is ripening to 
a biscuit brown.

“It’s the wonder crop. If they were weeds, they’d 
be dead,” he said approvingly.

The crop has received hardly any rain this year 
and in October it should be tall, heavy and dark 
green rather than knee-high, feathery and fawn.

In the midst of the worst drought on record, grain 
growers like Weise are glad to get any sort of harvest 
at all. It’s been dry since 2002 and what constitutes 
a good crop has changed in definition.

One in six of the nation’s 130,000 farmers is 
receiving government support. It’s called Excep-
tional Circumstances drought relief and it’s costing 
the taxpayer 2 million Australian dollars (1.4 mil-
lion US dollars) a week.

Keeping farmers in business with government 
hand-outs is controversial. Some farmers don’t like 
it, saying it protects the inefficient from takeovers. 
Farmers not in receipt of taxpayer funds complain 
that it rewards neighbours who borrow heavily and 
are deep in debt.

The argument is gaining ground that the lower 
rainfall and higher temperature that comes with 
climate change is not an exceptional circumstance 
any more.

Many farmers are accepting of the proposition put 
in a report from an expert panel chaired by Peter 
Kenny that “governments consider a mutual respon-
sibility policy that only provides assistance to farm 
families which have developed an appropriate plan 
before dryness gets to a point, or a trigger point, that 
could be described as beyond their control.”

 Mutual responsibility, according to Kenny, means 
farmers must make adjustments for climate change 

in return for taxpayer funds.
A likely change is that farmers will be lent money, 

rather than given grants, and be obliged to repay 
the money when they get good harvests. There 
would be grants, but these would be for initiatives 
to drought-proof farms like lining irrigation ditches 
to conserve water.

James Stacey, an Adelaide dairy farmer, says 
sentimentality has no place in the disbursement 
of public funds. He would welcome funding being 
tied to progress in achieving sustainability.

“I just think with some farmers the writing is on 
the wall and they should get the message,” Stacey 
said. “At the end of the day, we are just another small 
business.”

Weise marvels at how advances in technology 
have been reflected in better yields even in bad 
years.

The soil isn’t ploughed any more; seeds are drilled 
into the ground in rows made straight by tractor-
mounted global positioning systems. After harvests, 
fields are not given over to weeds in order to preserve 
soil moisture until the planting season. Crop rota-
tion, once a chancy business, is now determined by 
sophisticated soil testing techniques.

Richard Carn, who has been farming across the val-
ley from Weise for 37 years, looks on the bright side.

“It’s actually good for the young farmers because 
their properties haven’t experienced a drought in 
70 years,” he said. “If they can get through this, they 
will learn a lot and they will really prosper when we 
get through it.”

Carn is learning a lot himself. He’d expected to 
be retired by now but will have to keep soldiering 
on until the drought breaks and his savings have 
been restored. 

– DPA

Ancient Israel gives up secrets Adapting to drought: Australia waits

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Samuel+17
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Samuel+17
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By Chris Barclay of NZPA

HONG kONG, OCT 31 –� The financial implications 
of playing in Hong Kong are obvious but the real 
bottom line ahead of tomorrow’s historic Bledisloe 
Cup rugby test between the All Blacks and Wal-
labies looms as job satisfaction for the respective 
coaches.

The curt response spoke volumes when Australian 
coach Robbie Deans was asked whether it had been 
challenging to prepare his side for a match that had 
no trophy at stake.

“Who said this was a dead rubber?” he glared, 
irritated at a suggestion the fourth trans-Tasman 
contest of the season held only novelty value.

Both camps have spoken earnestly about this 
ground-breaking match assisting the growth of 
the game in Asia, as well as serving as a welcome 
revenue generator.

But the motivation for Deans and All Blacks 
counterpart Graham Henry will simply be to win 
at Hong Kong Stadium (9.30pm NZT) before their 
rivalry goes on hold until the 2009 Tri-Nations.

Deans is still enjoying his honeymoon period at 
the Wallabies’ helm after being jilted by the New 
Zealand Rugby Union.

But for Henry the scrutiny will never relent in 
light of his reappointment following World Cup 
failure in Cardiff 12 months ago.

Should Australia share the series 2-2, Deans may 
feel he has made progress quicker than expected; 
3-1 to New Zealand and they head north for their 
Grand Slam attempt in a sounder frame of mind.

All Blacks captain Richie McCaw offered an 
insight into the pressure the world’s No 1 ranked 
team was experiencing despite the silverware only 
being on show in Hong Kong.

“We’re lucky it’s locked up,” he admitted.
“It would be very disappointing to end up 2-2 

– you feel like you’ve earned it more with 3-1.”
The sting was partially taken out of the series 

when the All Blacks retained both the Bledisloe and 
Tri-Nations title in Brisbane on September 13.

However, the first meeting between New Zealand 

and Australia on neutral soil since their 1991 World 
Cup semifinal in Dublin contains intriguing sub-
plots other than the coaching duel.

In terms of preparation, a series of four camps has 
served as the Wallabies’ build-up – a conditioning 
exercise devoid of competitive match play.

The bulk of the All Blacks, meanwhile, were reintro-
duced gradually into the domestic competition.

They assembled in Auckland on Sunday, although 
players not involved in the Air NZ Cup final had a 

trial against a New Zealand Barbarians line-up 
last week.

All Blacks assistant coach Wayne Smith felt the 
selection of a core of players involved in the decider 
between Wellington and Canterbury would prove 
beneficial.

“Last week was important for us and we’ve got 
eight in the squad that played the final, they’ve 
played under a bit of pressure. We can count on 
them being match ready,” he said.

grudge match keeps rugby tension alive
Backline maestro Daniel Carter’s readiness is 

trickier to quantify ahead of a first test start at 
second five-eighth since 2004.

He consciously skirted Canterbury’s campaign in 
order to rest before this tour and a six-month sab-
batical in France that will see him play continuously 
leading into next year’s Tri-Nations.

Carter was typically comfortable with his pre-
dicament saying: “I think I’ve played enough test 
rugby to be able to slot back in.”

Henry shifted his prized asset to midfield in order 
to start Stephen Donald at pivot for the first time 
in his seven-cap career, the rationale being both 
relatively underdone playmakers could take pres-
sure off each other.

The biggest backline selection issue for the All 
Blacks was forced upon Henry yesterday when 
new father Mils Muliaina opted to stay at home on 
parental duty.

The 65-test fullback will not arrive until after the 
Scotland match in Edinburgh next Sunday (NZT), 
leaving Auckland utility Isaia Toeava to marshall a 
back three featuring debutant wing Hosea Gear.

The Wallabies also have personnel issues.
Deans has had to cover the losses of Wycliff Palu, 

Rocky Elsom, James Horwill, and Hugh McMe-
namin from his pack resources in Brisbane.

Elsom’s move to Leinster hands Dean Mumm an 
unlikely second test start on the blindside flank, No 
8 Richard Brown runs on for the first time while 
lock Mark Chisholm earns only his first cap of the 
season.

Other than being forced to introduce some prom-
ising rookies, Deans also felt his side’s lack of recent 
match experience gave New Zealand an edge.

“The reality is there’s nothing like playing, so 
the All Blacks probably have an advantage to that 
end,” he said.

Meanwhile, both sides will be on a level playing 
field in a some respects – dealing with 29degC heat 
and forecast 75 per cent humidity, and facing a mod-
ified version of the ELVS that sees the return of full 
arm penalties at any ruck infringements detected 
by Irish referee Alan Lewis.

By Mark Geenty of NZPA

GOLD COAST, OCT 31 –� New Silver Ferns netballer 
of the moment Liana Barrett-Chase is deflecting 
rave reviews of her debut until she handles the pres-
sure of Sunday’s final test against Australia.

The same goes for her team whose 46-41 win over 
the Diamonds in Melbourne will count for little if 
they don’t close out the series in Brisbane.

Barrett-Chase, 23, made a memorable debut off 
the bench at wing attack, her impact helping lift the 
Ferns from a 7-15 quartertime deficit.

With the experienced midcourter Julie Seymour 
(Achilles tendon) in Brisbane but rated unlikely to 
play by coach Ruth Aitken after sitting out training 
yesterday, Barrett-Chase will again be a key figure 
in the Ferns’ attack.

That means the nerves will be even more intense 
for Barrett-Chase at a packed Brisbane Entertain-
ment Centre after she was given a physical welcome 
to the big time in Melbourne.

“It was an awesome experience but a big wakeup, 
too. The first few passes I took I went, oops here 
goes... but you get used to it and just brace yourself 
for the knocks,” she told NZPA.

“I don’t know about (being one of the standout 
players). It might have been a fluke, no pressure 
or anything. This is definitely the one to prove 
myself.

“For the team it’s important to show we’re not 
one-hit wonders. We only won the first by five and 
we want to really back it up and end this year on 
a high note.”

There’s also the world No 1 ranking up for grabs 
although the rankings aren’t re-calculated until 
January 1. The Diamonds were No 1 when they 
were last released at the start of October.

The hosts are confident of turning the tables, 
even without their star shooters Sharelle McMahon 
(knee) and Catherine Cox (ankle).

Stand-in captain Mo’onia Gerrard has quickly 
stamped her mark, labelling the Ferns “cocky” in 
victory and saying her Diamonds lost Sunday’s test 
rather than the Ferns winning it.

Ferns coach Ruth Aitken hit back yesterday, 
imploring the umpires to keep a tighter rein on the 
Diamonds’ rough defence on her key shooter Irene 
van Dyk which she labelled excessive in Melbourne.

Van Dyk’s 94 percent shooting success under 
heavy pressure was a key to the Ferns’ win, while 
her 1.93m opposite number Kate Beveridge could 
only manage 68 percent.

Aitken said the team’s attacking play and pos-
session rates were a key focus this week.

Victory would make it a rare three in a row for 
the Ferns against their fierce rivals after the 38-31 
win in the second test in Auckland in September, 
then Melbourne.

The teams have met in Brisbane twice before, 
the Silver Ferns winning both including a 52-40 
victory in 2006.

In Australia the teams have met 37 times with the 
Diamonds winning 21, the Ferns 15, and one draw.

Barrett-Chase said the way the team handled the 
big home crowd in Melbourne was encouraging, and 
it was important New Zealand teams get over any 
hoodoo about crossing the Tasman.

“In the ANZ Cup no one won in Australia so 
hopefully that curse will be over next year when 
the Kiwis come over.

“We’re all pretty tight and we’re quite family ori-
entated. We know there’s tv cameras there and you 
never feel like there’s no one here supporting you, 
there’s plenty of people back home watching.”

By Peter Martinez of NZPA

WELLINGTON, OCT 31 –� Next 
week’s 52nd Tour of Southland 
cycling race has been rated as one 
of the most open with at least five 
teams containing the firepower to 
claim the title.

Double Beijing Olympics track 
medallist Hayden Roulston, win-
ner in 2006 and 2007, is seeking to 
be just the third rider to win the 
tour more than twice consecu-
tively, joining Tino Tabak (1965-
67) and Brian Fowler (1985 to 
1990).

Leading the Southland Times 
Trek team, he will be supported 
by fellow Olympian and team pursuit bronze med-
allist Sam Bewley, Paul Odlin, Michael Torckler and 
Shane Marrows.

But strong challenges will come from teams such 
as Raboplus, Subway-Avanti, Colourplus who won 
the team title last year, Kia Motors, Hilo Decorating 
and Delmaine R&R – the latter three powered by 
international riders.

Southland Times Trek team manager Ron Cheat-
ley reckons Glen Chadwick (Raboplus), Jeremy 
Yates (Subway), Heath Blackgrove (Colourplus), 
Swiss Philip Schnyder (Kia), Canadian Dominique 
Rollin (Delmaine) are all in contention and hungry 
to swipe the title off Roulston.

Yates, who won the tour’s king of the mountains 
classification last year, has world omnium cham-
pion Hayden Godfrey, Olympian Jesse Sergent, Joe 
Cooper and James Williamson in his team.

Blackgrove will be supported by Olympian Marc 

Ryan, tour runner-up last year, fellow-Olympian 
Westley Gough, Logan Hutchings, third overall in 
2007, and American Justin England.

Chadwick’s backup at Raboplus will be veteran 
Robin Reid, Olympian Peter Latham, Justin Kerr 
and Shem Rodger.

“There are good bike riders spread out over a 
number of teams and it is going to be an interesting 
race,” Cheatley told NZPA.

“I’ve been saying to my team for a while that it is 
going to be an even race among even teams,” added 
Cheatley who guided Roulston to victory last year 
as part of the now-defunct Zookeepers Trek team.

“The race is wide open – Chadwick (sixth) and 
Yates (seventh) are in good form judging from their 
rides at the Sun tour in Australia recently. Black-
grove hasn’t been here for the last two years but I 
know he wants to win the tour and he has a very 
good team behind him this time.” 

tHe first meetinG BetWeen neW zeAlAnD AnD 
AustrAliA on neutrAl soil sinCe tHeir 1991 

WorlD CuP semifinAl in DuBlin ContAins intriGuinG 
suBPlots otHer tHAn tHe CoACHinG Duel

Judge me after Sunday – Barrett-Chase Anyone’s cycle race

NZPA / David Rowland



31 October  2008 1�SPORT

SAO PAuLO –� The 2008 Formula One season 
reaches its thrilling conclusion with the Brazil-
ian Grand Prix at Interlagos this weekend when 
Lewis Hamilton of McLaren-Mercedes and Ferra-
ri’s Felipe Massa battle it out for the drivers’ world 
championship crown.

Hamilton needs just a fifth place finish to ensure 
he goes into the record books as the youngest ever 
F1 champion while Massa requires a win or second 
spot, and must also rely on his rival finishing out-
side the top five, to become the first Brazilian since 
Ayrton Senna in 1991 to take the title.

Meanwhile, in the constructors championship, 
Ferrari hold a healthy 11-point lead over McLaren 
with BMW-Sauber a further 10 pints adrift.

Massa’s need for Hamilton to finish down the field 
in order to have any chance of becoming champion 
has led former Jordan team principal Eddie Jordan 
to speculate that Ferrari could use dirty tricks but the 
Brazilian dismissed the suggestion out of hand.

“Playing dirty has never been part of my game,” 
Massa said. “The only thing on my mind is winning 
the race.”

Although Hamilton threw away a 17-point lead 
with two races to go last season to hand the title to 
Ferrari’s Kimi Raikkonen, the 23-year-old Briton 
showed when he won the Chinese Grand Prix from 
pole position on October 19 that he has the nerve 
to put in a dominant drive when necessary.

“I dont need to win the race, but that wont stop 
me from going into the weekend looking to be as 
strong as possible. Shanghai was a good example of 
that: we hit the ground running on Friday morning 
and never looked back,” said Hamilton.

“Our aim wasnt to push too hard, but we found our-
selves in a position at the front and took it comfort-
ably from there. That’s what I am hoping to achieve 
in Brazil – a straightforward weekend that allows me 
to just focus on my car and my driving.”

Even though he will have the expectations of 
a partisan home crowd on his shoulders Massa 
believes all the pressure is on Hamilton after his 
slip-up last season.

“I have zero pressure because I have nothing to 
lose,” said Massa.

All the pressure will be on him. Especially when you 
think about what happened at this race last year.”

Hamilton went into last season’s race holding a 
four-point lead over then McLaren teammate Fern-
ando Alonso and seven clear of Ferrari’s Raikkonen.

However, a disappointing seventh-place finish 
coupled with a victory for Raikkonen saw the Finn 
pip the McLaren driver to the title.While Massa is 
hoping history can repeat itself, Hamilton says he 
is older and wiser than in his rookie year.

PARIS –� Andy Roddick qualified for the year-end 
tennis championships starting next week, joining 
the elite for the sixth consecutive year in his career 
after a third-round win this morning at the Paris 
Masters.

The American secured his spot in Shanghai at 
the eight-man year-ender by beating France’s Gilles 
Simon 6-3, 7-5.

“It’s always an honour to qualify. I think this is 
six straight years, so that’s a good accomplishment,” 
he said. “They put on a great event there, so I’m 
looking forward to it.”

Second seed Roger Federer retained the form 
which took him to last week’s Basel title, overwhelm-
ing Marin Cilic 6-3, 6-4. The promising Croatian 
saved three match points a game before Federer 
clinched his 65th victory of the season.

“I thought the match was okay, it wasn’t like it 
was my best,” said 13-time Grand Slam champion 
Federer, who has never won a title in Paris. “It was 
a solid performance.

“I’m happy that I’m making the guys play on 
their serves. I’m reading their serves the way I would 
like to.

“I’m happy with my performance, and I think 
the game is where I would like it to be.”

Frenchman Jo-Wilfried Tsonga triumphed in a 
replay of January’s Australian Open final, beating 
Novak Djokovic 6-4, 1-6, 6-3. The result duplicated 
the September Bangkok final, which the French-
man also won.

Djokovic, whose last title came in Rome last May, 
admitted difficulties. “I don’t think there’s any big 
problems, I just don’t feel quite comfortable on the 

court – that’s all,” said the Serb No. 3.
“I think this is part of the sport and crisis that 

every player has to go through. I’m sure I will over-
come it.”

Red-hot Scot Andy Murray won his 14th consecu-
tive match and kept his bid for three consecutive 
Masters Series titles alive by beating Spain’s Fern-
ando Verdasco 6-3, 7-6 (8-6).

With just three days of play remaining in the 
regular season this week at the Bercy arena, two 
closing spots in the eight-man season final are still 
up for discussion.

Murray was unimpressed by being exiled to the 
cramped secondary court, with its lower ceiling and 
narrower space to manoeuvre. He called it a much 
faster court than centre.

“The ceiling is like so low, and it makes the court 
play so much faster. It’s just completely different, I 
don’t see why there’s such a huge difference in the 
two courts.”

Murray moved into a quarter-final with David 
Nalbandian, who beat compatriot Juan Del Potro 
for the second week in succession 6-4, 6-0.

Del Potro has been nursing a painful split toe-
nail for months, with no time to have it removed 
until after the Davis Cup final with Spain in late 
November.

Nalbandian is defending the Paris title after 
making a run to the trophy in 2007 with wins over 
Federer and Rafael Nadal.

Two final spots for Shanghai remain to be decided 
this week, with Nalbandian, Simon, Blake and 
Tsonga the leading contenders. 

– DPA

Roddick, Federer qualify

WELLINGTON, OCT 31 –� Mahe Drysdale has the 
chance to exact some revenge on two-time Olympic 
gold medallist Olaf Tufte in a special race being 
staged to commemorate the achievements of 
another New Zealand rowing great.

Drysdale, who picked up a single sculls bronze medal 
behind Tufte in Beijing in August after battling a severe 
stomach virus, is to race against the Norwegian on the 
Whanganui River on December 7.

The race will be the premier event in the Billy 
Webb Centennial Challenge, 100 years after Webb 
defended his world championship title on the same 
stretch of water.

A wildcard single sculler, who will have secured his 
place in a raceoff over 2km staged prior to the main 
event, will also line up against Drysdale and Tufte.

The race will take place over approximately 5km, 

a similar distance to that which Webb rowed.
Drysdale said he was excited about the opportu-

nities the event provided.
“I’ve read a lot about the history of our great 

sport and to replicate a race that took place 100 
years ago against the Olympic champion will be 
a fitting tribute to William Webb, one of the greats 
of our sport.

“I think it’s great that Wanganui has got behind 
this event celebration and I’m looking forward to 
a rematch against my great rival and good friend 
Olaf over a longer distance.”

History will further repeat itself on the day when 
the riverboats Waimarie and Wairua follow the row-
ers down the course, the same boats from which sup-
porters watched and cheered Webb a century ago.

– NZPA 

Rowing champ gets 2nd chance

“Last year, without the experience, I was a bit 
lost,” admitted Hamilton.

“This year we go in with a much better approach 
but, despite that, I don’t believe it gives us any rea-
son to get ahead of ourselves.”

As well as deciding the destination of this year’s 
drivers’ championship, the Brazilian GP also sees 
David Coulthard compete in his final F1 race before 
retiring after 15 years in the sport. 

– DPA

Formula One finale this weekend

i Dont neeD to Win 
tHe rACe, But tHAt 

Wont stoP me from GoinG 
into tHe WeekenD lookinG 
to Be As stronG As 
PossiBle
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Hey, DuDe! BeAtles Go DiGitAl 
NEw YORk (DPA) – Legendary pop-rock pioneers 
The Beatles are finally moving to the digital age.The Fab 
Four have licensed their entire catalogue of music to be 
used in a video game made by the companies behind 
the popular game Rock Band, in which players earn 
points for accompanying the band, it was announced 
this morning.

The game will mark the first time that the Beatles 
have sanctioned the use of their music in new media. 
Their songs are not even available over iTunes. The deal 
was struck after 17 months of negotiation and was sup-
ported by Paul McCartney and Ringo Starr as well as the 
widows of George Harrison and John Lennon.

The game is expected to be released by the end of 
2009 and will feature a narrative element that will allow 
players to accompany The Beatles as they go from four 
unknown Liverpool lads to the greatest rock stars the 
world has ever seen.

“The project is a fun idea which broadens the appeal 
of The Beatles and their music. I like people having the 
opportunity to get to know the music from the inside 
out,” McCartney said in a statement.

“How wonderful that The Beatles’ legacy will find its 
natural progression into the 21st century through the 
computerized world we live in,” said Starr.

The game will be made by Harmonix and MTV 
Networks, the companies behind the Rock Band video 
game, but the Beatles game will be much more than a 
reworked version of the gaming favourite.

“It will be an interactive music-making game,” Vince 
Van Toffler, president of MTV Networks Music/Logo 
Group, said during a conference call to announce the 
deal. “I would say that there will be interactive perfor-
mance of Beatles music, as well as a number of new 
dimensions that you haven’t seen from us so far.”

The game will be an “innovative way to introduce” 
The Beatles to a new generation of fans in a “completely 
immersive, interactive way,” said Jeff Jones, chief execu-
tive of The Beatles’ company, Apple Corps.

Giles Martin, son of Beatles’ record producer Sir 
George Martin and co-producer of The Beatles Love 
project, will serve as music producer. 

MaMMa Mia! is u.k.’s toP-GrossinG film 
LONDON, (UPI) – The bubbly movie musical Mamma 
Mia! has become the highest grossing British film of all 
time in the United Kingdom.

With US$110 million in British box-office receipts, the 
star-studded romantic romp set to the ABBA song book 
beat the previous British champion Harry Potter and the 
Sorcerer’s Stone, the Daily Telegraph said. Mamma Mia! 
has earned US$500 million worldwide.Casino Royale 
dropped to third place and the rest of the box office all-
time top 10 was comprised of the four other instalments 
in the Potter franchise, The Full Monty, Bridget Jones’ 
Diary and Love Actually.

British heartthrob Colin Firth starred in three of the 
top-grossing British films – Mamma Mia!, Bridget Jones’ 
Diary and Love Actually.

The Telegraph said the Hollywood epic Titanic is the 
only movie to have made more money in Britain than 
Mamma Mia! It took in US$113 million at the British box 
office and is the current worldwide box office topper

Phil Clapp, chief executive of the Cinema Exhibitors’ 
Association, told the newspaper the release of Mamma 
Mia! couldn’t have come at a better time.

“In times of economic gloom, people seek affordable 
and escapist entertainment,” Clapp said. Mamma Mia! 
has really tapped into the public’s desire for feelgood 
escapism. An absolute phenomenon.”

“Gimme, Gimme, Gimme” 

WEEKEND

 tv & film 

entertainment
NEWSLONDON –� The famous line “The name’s Bond 

...,” the gizmos, gadgets and glib one-liners are 
missing from Quantum of Solace – in line with 
Daniel Craig’s mission to reinvent James Bond 
for modern times.

Following on directly from Casino Royale, the 
actor’s first 007 incarnation, Quantum of Solace 
provides the viewer with a “leaner, tauter experi-
ence,” half an hour shorter than the previous 21 
Bond films.

“There is a generation of people who don’t know 
Bond movies and I want them to watch the movies 
and understand who those characters are,” said 
Craig, 40, in a BBC interview about his mission.

However, reinventing Bond did not mean that 
traditional ingredients, including the likes of Q 
and Moneypenny, were consigned to history, he 
insisted.

“We certainly have to introduce them and earn 
the right to have them. You can’t just drop them,” 
said Craig.

In Quantum of Solace, Craig’s portrayal of Bond 
as a cruel, emotionally battered character, has been 
praised by reviewers for its close reflection of the 
enigmatic, scarred character of the superspy cre-
ated in Ian Fleming’s novels.

Others have lamented that the relentless cru-
sade for a grittier, darker Bond has gone too far in 
the new film, with humour, flirtation and romance 
lacking.

“Comic relief is in short supply. We don’t have 
any boffins introducing new gadgets,” said the 
Independent, adding that Craig’s “gimlet-eyed 
intensity” revealed “something desperate about 
Bond.”

The Daily Telegraph criticized the film’s “dis-
tance from traditional Bond plots” while the 
Guardian’s critic was thrilled by the frenetic pace 
of action, stunts, and machination.

“The movie ladles out the adrenalin in a string 
of deafening episodes: car chases, plane wrecks, 
motorboat collisions,” it wrote.

Fleming’s niece, Lucy Fleming, defended Bond’s 
adaptation to modern times, and said the villain’s 
enduring appeal would come out on top.

“People have loved Bond for over 55 years, 
from the dreary post-war days to the high-speed, 
dangerous world of 2008,” she told Britain’s Press 
Association.

“Each brilliant actor brings his own genera-
tion’s spin on the character and it works. Bond 
can evolve with the times,” she said.

David Black, chairman of the James Bond 
International Fan Club, also said the basic Bond 
formula of fast cars and pretty girls was bound to 
remain a recipe for success.

“Everyone leads such boring, humdrum life-
styles that when we see this man driving around 
in an Aston Martin with pretty girls ... we think: 
‘I wish it was me’.”

“It’s a fantasy – it’s an escape for people from 
their lives,” he said.

No cost has been spared by the makers of the new 
Bond which is filmed in a record number of exotic 

quantum of dollars
locations ranging from Panama to Chile’s Atacama 
desert to Haiti, Italy, Austria and Mexico.

Ukrainian-born Olga Kurylenko, 28, playing the 
troubled moll Camille, has been praised by critics 
for giving “far more depth” to her role than most 
previous Bond girls. 

She has famously confessed that she hates doing 
love scenes.

Oscar-winning British actress Judi Dench’s role 
as spy chief M is praised as “wonderful” by the Inde-
pendent. 

“She is more in evidence here than in her previous 
Bond movies and has a relationship with 007 that 
is maternal and flirtatious,” the paper said about the 
73-year-old actress. 

Watch trailer 

– DPA
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FOy1L7M1Pfw
http://nz.youtube.com/watch?v=Q4jY8WxcFMo
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 music 

By Sarah Linn

Rhodes Scholar. Army captain. Helicopter pilot. 
Actor. Country superstar.

Kris Kristofferson has done it all.
“When I look back on it, I’m kind of amazed 

that I wasn’t more amazed,” said Kristofferson, his 
speech punctuated freely with throaty laughter. 
“I’ve met some amazing people and been close 
friends with a lot of them. ... And I got to do a lot 
of different things.”

The 1970s icon behind such hits as “Me and Bobby 
McGee,” “Help Me Make It Through the Night” and 
“Sunday Mornin’ Comin’ Down,” Kristofferson took 
a twisted path to fame.

After earning a master’s degree at Oxford Uni-
versity and rising to the rank of captain in the U.S. 
Army, Kristofferson turned down a professorship at 

the U. S. Military Academy at West Point to pursue 
life as a Nashville songwriter. He swept floors at 
Columbia Studios, worked as a commercial helicop-
ter pilot in Louisiana, and started pitching songs 
on Music Row.

It took a few years, but Kristofferson finally made 
it – thanks in part to Johnny Cash.

The rest of Kristofferson’s life – his movie career, 
his romance with Janis Joplin, his famous friend-
ships – is music industry legend.

He has released more than 20 albums, including 
2006’s “This Old Road,” and won three Grammy 
Awards and a Golden Globe. He’s been inducted 
into the Songwriters Hall of Fame and the Coun-
try Music Hall of Fame. Last year, he received the 
Johnny Cash Visionary Award, given by cable net-
work Country Music Television.

Now 72, Kristofferson splits his time between 

Kris Kristofferson: Jack of all trades

touring as a solo artist and film and television 
projects.

“I feel kind of blessed to able, at this age, to do 
what I love to do for a living,” he said.

We recently interviewed Kristofferson by phone 
from Malibu.

q: You were a janitor at Columbia when Bob 
Dylan was recording “Blonde on Blonde.”

A: It looks now like it was a wonderful coinci-
dence.

At the time, there were a lot of people (who) 
thought I’d lost my mind. I had a Rhodes Scholar-
ship and graduated from Oxford and had a career as 
an officer in the army. And to go from there to being 
a country singer, or trying to be, and just being a 
janitor at a recording studio, a lot of people thought 
I had lost it, just had no idea what I was doing.

But I was very fortunate. I got to be close friends 

with Johnny Cash, and I got to be one of the only 
guys at the Dylan session. They had police around 
the building keeping the songwriters out.

q: There’s a famous story about you landing a 
helicopter on Johnny Cash’s lawn.

A: I knew John before then. I’d been his janitor 
at the recording studio, and I’d pitched him every 
song I ever wrote, so he knew who I was. But it was 
still kind of an invasion of privacy that I wouldn’t 
recommend.

To be honest, I don’t think he was there. He had a 
whole story about me getting out of the helicopter 
with a tape in one hand and a beer in the other.

John had a pretty creative memory but I would 
never have disputed his version of what happened 
because he was so responsible for any success I had 
as a songwriter and performer. He put me on the 
stage the first time I ever was, during a performance 
at the Newport Folk Festival.

q: That was as you were launching your song-
writing career.

A: For two years every other week I was flying 
on the offshore oil rigs down in the Gulf of Mexico. 
And I had to leave that job because of my lifestyle 
during the times that I was off, trying to pitch my 
songs. ... Johnny Cash had a big important televi-
sion show that was starting in Nashville and the 
next thing you know, (songwriter) Mickey Newbury 
and I were the mascots of the show. ... I never had 
to work again.

That was like four years after I’d come to town....I 
was just in love with that life and hanging out with 
other people who were serious about songwriting, 
who felt like it was an important thing.

When I think about people I should be grateful to, 
(Bob Dylan) was the one that made songwriting, to 
me, a respectable thing. It was an art form that was 
worthy of you dedicating your life to it.

q: When did you become an actor?
A: The (movie) opportunities came just as the 

same time I was getting the opportunities to sing 
my own songs. I got a job at The Troubadour (in Los 
Angeles) and it got a great review... and next thing 
you know all these movie people were there, and I 
was getting scripts offered to me. God knows how 
all that happened.

q: Making the transition from music to movies 
must have been intimidating.

A: I was no more intimidated than I was to get 
onstage. I was a little scared of both of them, but 
what worked onstage seemed to work in the films 
too: to make people believe you’re telling the truth. 
... It worked better in some cases than in others, 
but I felt really lucky to be at the right place at 
the right time.

q: Talk about The Highwaymen, the supergroup 
you formed with Cash, Waylon Jennings and Willie 
Nelson.

A: They were my heroes before I ever came to 
town. ... I was close friends with them and got to be 
on the same stage with them and sing songs with 
Johnny Cash whether he liked it or not. Each one 
of them had a great sense of humour. They were 
great artists. And it’s one of the best parts of my 
life. I wish I had known that our time together was 
going to be so short, but still it was just a wonderful 
experience ...

When I went (to Nashville), all the serious 
songwriters loved Willie Nelson but his own record 
company didn’t believe that anybody would ever 
buy his record. People thought he was too unusual 
for a country audience. But he’s the biggest thing 
there ever was.

The great thing about country music is the great 
thing about soul music, is that it comes from the 
heart and the real stuff will always survive.

q: These days you’re touring as a solo performer. 
How is that going?

A: When I was starting out, I never had the nerve 
to go out without a band. I always had some friends 
around me, and I had a great time doing that. But 
it’s kind of nice being free to make a mistake without 
causing a train wreck. ... As you get older, people get 
to treating you like an old friend, not quite as ready 
to throw things at you.

Johhny Cash and Kris Kristofferson 

WENN

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_RLiuPRMJy8&feature=related
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 Books NEW CD RELEASES

Anyone can help  
fill our society’s  
leadership void
Tribes: We Need You to Lead Us
0by Seth Godin
0Portfolio, (US$13.57 via Amazon)

This is an odd one, even for Seth Godin, a statement 
he’s certain to embrace as the compliment that’s 
intended. He’s the guy, after all, who encouraged 
business people to emulate a mythical purple cow 
to be unique and highly remarkable.

In his last book, The Dip, Godin looked at people 
who quit and compared them to those who perse-
vere and succeed. But he refused to advise readers 
to stay with something blindly. In fact, he urged 
some to quit after making certain that they were 
doing so for the right reasons. After all, perpetuating 
a doomed enterprise is hardly wise.

The difficult thing, however, is determining when 
to stay and when to go, and Godin’s advice in this 
area was more than a bit ambiguous. How could it 
not be, though? Each case – and every person – is 
very different and unless he published the business 
equivalent of the “I Ching,” there’d be no way to cover 
every possible circumstance.

This new book, however, is about an entirely dif-
ferent issue, at least as far as I can tell. The Great and 
Wise Godin now casts his attention toward leader-
ship, a very timely and worthwhile subject, as the 
absence thereof is one of the biggest problems we 
face in just about every aspect of culture, commerce 
and life.

Think about it; research, once a smart tool to 
gauge effectiveness seems to be mostly used as a 
crutch, or worse, a mechanism to cover mediocrity 
and the posteriors of the guilty parties. But doing 
things intuitively, not necessarily wildly or blindly, is 
perhaps our greatest strength. Travel to the moon? 
Sure! We’ll work out the details as we go along. 
Godin encourages this actualized passion action 
and positions it quite wisely as leadership, which 
is really a great way to put it, as it requires doing 
not just saying.

As usual, his writing is clear, clean and deceptively 
simple, and he invokes a requisite number of salient 
examples but doesn’t overdo it.

Though most of the leaders he cites aren’t cap-
tains (or even corporals) of industry, they all fol-
lowed their own bliss, instincts, interests or whims. 
And some of them aren’t even individuals but 
organizations like the L.A. Philharmonic, which 
cast a counterintuitive choice as its conductor.

Leadership is not just doing outrageous stuff or 
going outside of the box for no reason other than 

to be kooky or zany. Not at all. He writes: “Leader-
ship is scarce because few people are willing to go 
through the discomfort to lead. This scarcity makes 
leadership valuable. If everyone tries to lead all the 
time, not much happens. It’s discomfort that creates 
the leverage that makes leadership worthwhile.”

This was not an entirely comforting book to read, 
either, as some of my own shortcomings surfaced, 
recalling opportunities I’d failed to embrace. There’s 
no DeLorean in my driveway, so like everyone else, 
I can only travel forward in time. But Godin’s plea 
to lead – even if it’s just a matter of leading oneself 
– is resonant and inspirational.

EXTRAS: Seth Godin has put together a 240 page 
free e-book as a companion to Tribes, which you can 

download here. 
There is also a free audio version of Tribes download-

able here.  
– By Richard Pachter

The Tsar’s Dwarf:  
A little person with  
a big attitude
The Tsar’s Dwarf
0by peter h. Fogtdal
0Hawthorne (US$10.85 via Amazon)

The Tsar’s Dwarf – set in early 18th-century Copen-
hagen and St. Petersburg – gets off to such a fine, 
rambunctious start that it may set up expectations 
it can’t possibly fulfil.

This is the first novel to appear in English by 
Peter H. Fogtdal, a Danish writer who splits his time 
between Copenhagen and Portland. It shouldn’t be 
his last; the guy has talent – especially in his render-
ing of his narrator’s biting, contrarian, misanthropic 
voice. But he has trouble sustaining the intensity 
of The Tsar’s Dwarf beyond its powerful, novella-
length opening chapter.

Soerine Bentsdatter, his heroine, is a pastor’s 
daughter who stopped growing when she was 6. And 
she’s a handful – quick to kick or vent at anyone 
who messes with her.

“The fine gentlemen have brought me here to 
Copenhagen Castle,” she announces on the book’s 
first page. “They’ve set me on a carpet that feels as if 
I’m treading on seaweed. Now they’re looking at me 
in that jovial manner they favour – their heads tilted, 
their lips twitching – but I stare right back at them. 
I always stare back, because they’re uglier than I am. 
The only difference is that they don’t know it.”

She’s perverse, defiant, abrupt, mistrustful – and 
she has every right to be. More or less kidnapped to 
perform at the court of early-18th-century Dan-

ish ruler Frederik IV, she is treated as if her life is 
not her own. This naturally colours her view of the 
world, which she sees as “a declaration of war from 
a sadistic Creator who spends His time devising 
new humiliations.”

Still, she has her ways of rebelling against her ill 
usage. When instructed to jump out of a cake for a 
court ceremony, she puts her own lewd spin on the 
procedure, and thus makes a big impression on Fre-
derik’s royal visitor, Tsar Peter the Great of Russia.

Soon she’s whisked off to St. Petersburg as part 
of Peter’s dwarf collection. Years of humiliating 
exhibition, performance-on-demand, neglect and 
punishment follow. Her exile is haunted all the while 
by memories of Denmark, and by ghosts: her father 
who sold her; her drunken, tubercular lover who 
died; the child she lost to the plague. Although she’s 
out of her element, her “dwarf vision” helps her see 
into minds and situations inaccessible to normal 
mortals.

As the book proceeds, becoming more choppy and 
episodic, the choices Soerine makes don’t quite add 
up, even for someone as wilful and self-destructive 
as she is. And the drive and invention of the first 80 
pages dissipate as the prose occasionally goes from 
stark verve to flat inanition: “We’re approaching 
the bay and Petersburg. ... Everything is raw and 
depressing.”

Soerine never entirely loses her blasphemous 
appeal. “I don’t understand what God’s intentions 
were,” she quips. “Maybe He should have continued 
working on the seventh day instead of settling for 
all these partial solutions.”

Her take on family (“a torture chamber where 
everyone knows each other’s weaknesses but not 
each other’s strengths”) is even more severe. When 
she finally falls into a domestic situation that brings 
her some companionship and comfort, with forced 
effort on her part, she still has her doubts about it: 
“It’s hard to be charming. I hope it’s not going to 
become a habit.”

With an obvious fondness for the negative twists 
in his narrator’s character, Fogtdal suggests how a 
vigorous, questioning, nihilistic mind can be a source 
of strength for a social pariah. And through Soerine 
he casts a steady eye on the more general whys and 
hows of existence. “Which,” she asks, “is worse: when 
life stands still, or when it’s pulled out from under 
you like a rug?”

The English translation by Tiina Nunnally (Smil-
la’s Sense of Snow,“Kristin Lavransdatter”) has a 
sharp, clean edge that belongs, presumably, to the 
Danish original. The one odd note: Nunnally repeat-
edly uses the word “castigator” where the context 
strongly suggests Fogtdal is talking about some 
sort of tutor. Maybe Fogtdal’s word choice is just as 
peculiar in Danish – but it reads jarringly here.

– By Michael Upchurch
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Joan Baez
0day after Tomorrow

The clarion purity of Joan 
Baez’s voice has weathered 
into something deeper and 
darker now that the legen-
dary folksinger is 67. And she 
and producer Steve Earle have 
chosen material that is suit-

ably deep and dark for “Day After Tomorrow,” her 
24th studio album. Earle collaborates, providing 
three songs and often joining on harmony vocals 
and guitar. Patty Griffin, Elvis Costello, T-Bone 
Burnett, Tom Waits, Kathleen Brennan and Thea 
Gilmore are among the other writers of these visions 
of political and spiritual crises.

Baez sounds wise and earthy rather than angelic, 
fronting a group of Nashville’s best acoustic musi-
cians, including multi-instrumentalists Tim O’Brien 
and Darrell Scott. But she is a fine enough musician 
to stand alone, and indeed she does, finding her way 
to the devastating heart of Waits’ war-torn lament 
“Day After Tomorrow,” accompanied only by her 
own guitar-picking.

– Steve Klinge

Lee Ann Womack
0Call Me Crazy

In 2005, Lee Ann Womack cor-
rected her drift toward inconse-
quential country-pop with the 
terrific “There’s More Where 
That Came From.” That title 
proves to be prophetic in rela-
tion to the star’s new album.

“Call Me Crazy” opens with three killers: “Last Call” 
(“I bet you’re in a bar, because I’m always your last 
call”); “Either Way”; and “Solitary Thinkin’” (“and 
lonesome drinkin’”). Womack again comes across as a 
real woman dealing with heartache, disappointment 
and regret against exquisitely crafted music that 
echoes classic country without sounding retro.

Plenty more highlights follow, including the dev-
astating domestic drama “If These Walls Could Talk” 
and an elegant duet with George Strait, “Everything 
But Quits.” The only real misfire is “I Found It in 
You,” the kind of generic power ballad that throws 
the power and beauty of the rest of “Call Me Crazy” 
into even greater relief.

– Nick Cristiano

Guns N Roses
0Chinese democracy

“Chinese Democracy,” the title 
track from the band’s first studio 
album since 1991, was released 
Thursday to US radio stations. 
The track was also available 
online, where it was streaming 
on various Web sites.

Was the wait worth it? Axl Rose is the only band 
member left standing from the band’s original 
incarnation, which has sold 100 million records, 
and so this is essentially a solo project.

Rose sings in the lower end of his range, save for 
the introduction where his heavily processed voice 
sounds like a distant air-raid siren; otherwise, the 
wicked-witch cackle that defined his Sunset Strip 
bad-boy incarnation in the ‘80s sits this one out.

Nor is Rose’s voice the track’s most prominent 
feature. It sits inside layers of guitars that sound way 
fancier than anything original Gunners guitarists 
Slash or Izzy Stradlin might have played.

The track indicates that Rose hasn’t gone soft. 
But the high technical prowess is no substitute for 
a great song.

Not a promising sign for an album that is suppos-
edly going to be made available the week of Nov. 23.

– Greg Kot

http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/tg/browse/-/283155
http://s3.amazonaws.com/rocketonline/docs/TheTribesCasebook.pdf
http://s3.amazonaws.com/rocketonline/docs/TheTribesCasebook.pdf
http://www.audible.com/adbl/entry/offers/productPromo2.jsp?BV_SessionID=@@@@0546306048.1225372045@@@@&BV_EngineID=ccckadefifkgdijcefecekjdffidffg.0&productID=FR_ADBL_000302
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/tg/browse/-/283155
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By Julie Deardorff 
Chicago Tribune

Chocolate cake is a popular home remedy for 
depression, but it comes with some unwelcome side 
effects. Sweet treats don’t just pack on the kilos; they 
give us a sugar high that’s inevitably followed by a 
demoralizing crash.

Still, there’s growing recognition in the medical 
community that the right food choices can improve 
your mood. Though drugs are often considered the 
first line of treatment for depression, a dietary 
change might be all you need, says James Gordon, 
a psychiatrist who advocates non-drug approaches 
to depression.

Gordon, a clinical professor at the Georgetown 
University School of Medicine, believes what we eat 
affects how we think and feel. “It’s a wake-up call to 
let us know our body is out of balance.”

Food can help restore that equilibrium, Gordon 
wrote in his new book, Unstuck (The Penguin Press, 
US$17.13 via Amazon). The trick is knowing which key 
nutrients to include, and which foods to avoid.

Nutritional changes aren’t a magic bullet; they’re 
subtle pieces of a treatment plan that might also 
include therapy, exercise-one of the most effective 
depression busters-and stress-reduction techniques.

But “diet can help with virtually any chronic 
condition” including depression, said registered 
dietician Wendy Bazilian, who holds a doctorate 
in public health. Just remember that major depres-
sion might require an integrative approach that uses 
food in conjunction with other therapies, including 
medication and counselling. And never abruptly stop 
taking medication even if you’re experiencing side 
effects such as weight gain and sexual dysfunction; 
talk to your doctor about tapering down.

EAT MORE ...
 Salmon. Fatty, cold-water fish such as salmon 

contain omega-3 fatty acids, which keep cell mem-
branes pliable and flexible, said neurosurgeon Larry 
McCleary, founder of a research group that looks 
at natural ways to treat health issues. It’s also in 
tuna, anchovies and sardines, but since fish fat is 
also a good place to store heavy metals, pesticides 
and poylchlorinated biphenyls (PCB), consider 
plant-based sources, including walnuts, flax seeds, 
pumpkin seeds and green, leafy vegetables.

 Oatmeal, soy milk and two scrambled eggs. 
This meal will give you 500 milligrams of tryp-
tophan, an amino acid that’s a precursor for the 
neurotransmitter serotonin, the brain’s feel-good 
hormone. Many antidepressants are designed to 
prolong the activity of serotonin in our cells, but you 
can actually increase the levels by eating carbohy-
drates (with the exception of fructose, the sugar in 
fruit), said Judith Wurtman, author of The Serotonin 
Power Diet (Rodale, US$16.47 via Amazon).

 Spinach. Low levels of the B vitamin folate, 
found in spinach, peas, navy beans, orange juice, 
wheat germ or avocado, may play a role in depres-
sion in some patients, said Brent Bauer, director of 
the Mayo Clinic’s Complementary and Integrative 
Medicine Program.

 Vitamin d supplement. Vitamin D has been 
shown to help with seasonal affective disorder, 
said Bruce Hollis, professor of paediatrics at the 
Medical University of South Carolina. It may also 
have an anti-inflammatory effect and increase the 
flexibility of cell membranes, making the brain’s 
neurotransmitters work better. While primarily gen-
erated after the skin soaks up the sun’s ultraviolet 
B rays, Vitamin D can be obtained from oily fish 
and supplemented products like cow or soy milk 
and orange juice.

But Hollis says the recommended daily allowance 
– 200 to 400 international units per day – is out of 
date and far too low. Instead, supplement with 2,000 
IU’s or higher, especially during winter months. At 
these levels, though, food isn’t a good option, since 
you’d have to drink a gallon of milk a day and no 
one needs those calories, Hollis said.

 broccoli and blueberries. When combined with 
protein in fish, chicken and turkey, high-fibre, non-
starchy vegetables help stabilize blood sugar levels, 
said Jack Challem, author of The Food-Mood Solu-
tion (Wiley, US$10.17 via Amazon). “Our moods usually 
track with blood sugar levels,” Challem said. “When 
our blood sugar is on the rise right after we eat, most 
people feel pretty contented. If it goes up too high, 
people feel sleepy because high blood sugar turns off 
orexins, a family of neuropeptides involved in feel-
ing alert.” Superfruits such as blueberries are high 
in antioxidants, which are substances that absorb 
the free radicals produced by stress. Too many free 
radicals cause wear and tear on the body. Challem 
recommends green leafy vegetables, broccoli, cau-

liflower, raspberries, blueberries, 
blackberries, and kiwifruit.

 Quinoa. Whole grains, a good 
source of B vitamins, break down 
and release sugar slowly, so you 
don’t get high levels of insulin 
and the ups and down of blood 
sugar, said Gordon. Quinoa, a seed 
that is classified as a grain, is con-
sidered one of the best sources of 
protein in the vegetable kingdom. 
Also try oats, brown rice, or whole 
wheat bread or pasta.

EAT LESS ...
 Red meat. As you increase 

omega-3’s, try to cut down on the 
other type of fatty acid, omega-
6, which is found in beef. Though 
essential for brain health, omega-
6’s are associated with promoting 
inflammation. Omega-6’s are also 
found in corn and vegetable oils.

 Fried foods. Fat is a very 
important part of a cell’s mem-
branes. But trans fats and satu-
rated fats make the membranes 
rigid; then the neurotransmitters 
don’t work as well. Fried foods, 
hamburgers, french fries, butter, 
cheesecake, whole milk and beef 
are high in saturated fat. A prod-
uct has trans fats if the ingredi-
ents list “partially hydrogenated 
oils.” Food manufacturers are 
allowed to list amounts of trans 
fat with less than 0.5 gram as 0 
on the Nutrition Facts panel. To 
avoid it, read labels.

 Service station food. Processed foods contain 
refined flour and give you high doses of sugar but lack 
critical nutrients, said Gordon. “You’ll often experi-
ence a feeling of well-being from the sugar when levels 
are high, but when it’s low you experience a letdown 
or fatigue.” Refined sugars include white table sugar, 
white flour, high fructose corn syrup.

 alcohol and caffeine. Though alcohol is a 

Foods that may fight high blood 
pressure, high cholesterol levels, 
inflammation and prevent cancer:

Antioxidants
Prevent oxidation

of molecules; oxidation 
reactions can produce 
free radicals and start 

chain reactions
that damage the

body’s cells

© 2008 MCT

Orange
Vitamin C

Dates
High in iron, 
potassium, folate

Turkey
Low-fat; lots of 
protein, vitamins B, 
niacin, selenium 

Cinnamon
One of the oldest 
known spices; 
balances blood sugar

Kiwi
Fruit with one of the 
highest vitamin C 
contents

Onion, garlic
High in flavonoids, 
anti-inflammatory

Chocolate, dark
Cocoa is high in 
antioxidants

Pumpkin
High in carotene

Oats
High in fibers, 
proteins

Honey
Antioxidant; fights 
bacteria, fungus, 
certain viruses

Pomegranate
Antioxidant, 
anti-inflammatory

Avocado
Healthy 
unsaturated 
fatty acids

Olive oil
Healthy unsaturated 
fatty acids, vitamin E

Spinach
Fights heart-related 
diseases, cancer, 
eye degeneration

Walnut
Omega-3 fatty 
acids, vitamin E; 
anti-cancer

Tea
Green tea has 
more flavonoids; 
protects against 
some cancer forms

Tomato
Anti-inflammatory, 
fights prostate 
cancer

Apple
High in 
antioxidants, 
especially
in the peel

Wild salmon
Omega-3 fatty 
acids, vitamin D

Yogurt
Strengthens
immune system, 
digestive system

Soy
Complete plant 
protein, anti-cancer; 
high in plant 
estrogen

Blueberry
Fruit with most 
antioxidants

Broccoli
Best anti-cancer 
food item

Beans
Low-fat
healthy 
proteins

Source: “SuperFoods RX” by Dr. Steven Pratt;
Scripps Memorial Hospital, La Jolla, Calif.; MCT Photo Service

Graphic: Jutta Scheibe, 
Junie Bro-Jorgensen       

‘Super foods’

Feel-good foods: 
what you eat can  
affect your mood stimulant in low doses, it also depletes the brain’s 

mood elevator, serotonin. Caffeine blocks the sooth-
ing effects of the brain’s “feel-good” messenger called 
GABA (gamma-amino butyric acid) that can calm 
mood and the digestive tract, said Molly Siple, 
author of Eating for Recovery (Lifelong, US$12.21 
via Amazon). “Refined foods and caffeine tend to raise 
the blood glucose,” she said. “The drop is a route into 
depression.”

http://www.epson.co.nz
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/tg/browse/-/283155
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/tg/browse/-/283155
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/tg/browse/-/283155
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/tg/browse/-/283155
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WASHINGTON –� NASA scientists said this week 
that a flyby of Mercury earlier this month has sent 
images showing 30 per cent of the planet never seen 
before.

“The region of Mercury’s surface that we viewed 
at close range for the first time this month is bigger 
than the land area of South America,” scientist Sean 
Solomon said. “When combined with data from our 
first flyby and from Mariner 10, our latest coverage 
means that we have now seen about 95 per cent of 
the planet.”

NASA’s Messenger spacecraft came within just 
200 kilometres of Mercury on October 6 in the sec-
ond of three planned flybys for the craft. It is due to 
settle into orbit around Mercury in 2011, providing 
what scientists hope will be the most complete pic-
ture yet of the solar system’s smallest planet.

The 1,200 images show the planet’s western hemi-
sphere. Researchers hope to use them to map the 
planet’s surface.

The flyby was designed largely to pick up a gravi-
tational boost of energy for the craft.

Data from Messenger’s first flyby in January 
showed massive lava flows had shaped the planet 
and provided the first information on 20 per cent 
of Mercury’s surface.

In 1974-75, the NASA probe Mariner 10 made 
three passes by Mercury, giving space scientists their 
first information about the planet’s magnetic field. 

– DPA

Mercury: hot 
blue planet

The side of Mercury never seen before. PHOTO: NASA

By Robyn Shelton 
The Orlando Sentinel

ORLANDO, FLA. –� The world is woefully unprepared 
for the threat of known infectious diseases – let 
alone emerging problems such as avian flu, health 
experts warned this week. 

“Infectious diseases are undergoing a global resur-
gence that threaten everyone’s health,” says the 40-page 
report from Trust for America’s Health, a nonprofit 
group that promotes disease-prevention policies.

THE PROBLEM
Infectious diseases kill more people worldwide than 

any other type of conditions. Top killers are respira-
tory infections, HIV, diarrheal diseases and malaria.

wEAKNESSES
 Vaccines: The report bemoans an “empty pipeline” 

for new vaccines. Nothing exists for the world’s three top 
infectious threats: HIV, tuberculosis and malaria.

 Rapid tests: Needed for many infectious diseases 
so officials can mobilize quickly to confine outbreaks. 

Report: world unprepared  
for threat of infectious diseases

 Surveillance: Health officials need better ways 
to track clusters of symptoms – the first sign of a 
problem. 

 Treatments: New antibiotics are needed to 
deal with a growing number of resistant germs 
that respond less readily to today’s arsenal of drugs. 
Anti-virals and other medicines must be developed 
as well.

RECOMMENDATIONS 
Develop a “national game plan” that incorporates 

government, private medical, industry and commu-
nity groups to prevent, detect and treat infectious 
diseases.

The U.S. should stockpile antibiotics and other 
medicines to treat infectious diseases. Also requires 
a solid plan for distributing the drugs.

Vast research efforts are needed on a variety of 
fronts, including rapid diagnostic tests; a better 
understanding of resistant bacteria; and develop-
ing new pesticides or insecticides.

For the complete report, go to http://healthyameri-

cans.org/

Sound AdviCe: Technology� Q&A

By Don Lindich
Q. I have copied some of my old records to CDs. I can play the CDs in my car and on my 

friend’s Onkyo DX-C211 player, which is about 15 years old. I cannot play these copied CDs 
on my Sony CD/DVD, model DVP-C650D, which is about 8 years old. What’s the problem?

A. Lots of older CD and DVD players can’t play burned media of any type, and sometimes they will 
play one type but not another. For example, I have an old Onkyo DVD changer that will play burned 
DVD-R discs but not burned CDs or DVD+R discs. It’s kind of odd since recordable CDs were available 
quite a few years before recordable DVDs were available, but the manufacturer still did not provide 
backward compatibility for CDs. Sometimes DVD players are sensitive to specific brands of recordable 
DVD media, so a burned Brand X DVD-R will work but a burned Brand Y DVD has playback problems. 
If you find something that works for you it’s a good idea to stick with it.

Compatibility is a mess over the many years of players and models and it is something we all just have 
to deal with. The newer the player, the more likely it is compatible with various types of burned discs.

Q. My wife and I need to replace a CRT TV and would like to buy an LCD flatscreen. The 
salesperson at our local TV retailer told us that an LCD HD TV would give us a picture that 
would be much worse than our current television if we continued to use analogue VHF TV 
signals instead of buying an HD box. Is it true that the picture would be terrible? I understand 
it wouldn’t be HD quality, but we’re not prepared to pay to have a DVR in every room, and 
all our other TVs are CRT TVs, so we don’t want to switch to digital.

A. The specific results will vary based on the quality of the analogue signal and the specific TV, but 
generally speaking he is correct. Analogue CRTs produce a much better picture with analogue cable 
than flatscreen LCDs. Put the two next to each other displaying same program and it is obvious. 

If you want the best picture quality from analogue cable I would stick with CRTs until you make 
the transition to digital. If you can’t find a CRT TV new, used ones are plentiful and cheap on internet 
auction sites.

http://healthyamericans.org/
http://healthyamericans.org/
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By Gary A. Warner

London was the first foreign city I ever visited and 
the one I pass through most often. Over more than 20 
years of visits, London has been a favourite stop, a bit 
of mental rest on the way to more challenging journeys 
in Eastern Europe, Africa and the Middle East.

It is foreign yet familiar. A halfway house between 
home and abroad. An easy place to get a piece of 
luggage fixed or buy a replacement for the pair of 
shoes you forgot to bring along.

They speak the same language, if you speak slowly 
enough and listen hard enough. London doesn’t 
have the romance of Venice or Paris or Jerusalem. 
But the often gray city had its charms – double-
decker buses, mailboxes and telephone booths all 
painted a screaming red, offset by the cool black 
of the city’s taxicabs.

Sometimes I bring my family along. While run-
ning through the autumn leaves with my son in 
Kensington Gardens, I’ve thought, “I could live here, 
at least for a while.”

So it was with some sadness that the ease and 
calm I felt in London for most of our relationship 

has been tarnished in recent years. Much the way 
– and for the same reason – as my one-time home 
of New York City.

It goes back to the London bomb blasts in the 
summer of 2005. When news of the Islamic extremist 
bombings broke that July morning, the list of targets 
included many favourite spots. The bus split open by 
the blast near Tavistock Square was one of my main 
ways of getting around the city during my first trip 
in 1986, when I stayed at a B&B in nearby Cartwright 
Gardens near the University of London.

Others had been killed on the Piccadilly Line 
between Russell Square and King’s Cross, a line 
that I have taken scores of times. Kings Cross is a 
busy station that was well known for the imaginary 
Platform 9¾ that led to the Hogwarts Express in 
the Harry Potter books. I’d shopped at the Marks & 
Spencer store while my wife trolled for bargains at 
the Oxfam secondhand store near the blast scene at 
Edgware Road. I’ve passed through Aldgate station 
on the way to meet friends for dinner at a Pakistani 
restaurant and pints of ale at the White Swan pub.

The World Trade Centre had been a familiar part 
of my life when I lived briefly in New York in the 

mid-1980s and during many visits afterward. So 
too, the spots in London were real places from my 
life. Blast zones I’ve passed through. Where my wife 
and children have sometimes passed through. It’s a 
sobering what-if. Yes, it could happen anywhere. But 
it did happen here.

It was hardly the first time bombs have rocked 
the British capital. Not just the Nazi bombs that 
levelled much of East London during World War II, 
but more than two decades of blasts hitting every-
thing from Harrods department store to London 
Bridge. Those were set off by the Irish Republican 
Army. But that was all before my time.

I’ve been back three times since 2005 and find 
myself thinking once or twice about decisions that 
used to come automatically. Do I save money and 
take the train into London from Heathrow or spring 
for the black taxicab? Statistically, you’re more 
likely to get killed on the motorway than on the 
rails, but the images of those Underground trains 
on that July day still give pause.

What I have found on my return trips was what 
I have found in New York after 9-11: a great city 
resolved to press on as best it could. There are more 

By Mary Beth Breckenridge 
Akron Beacon Journal

AkRON, OHIO –� A home library is to the brain what 
a kitchen is to the body. It’s a place for nourishing 
the mind, for feasting on the comfort food of the 
written word. For an avid reader, it is perhaps the 
ultimate escape. 

It has also become an attractive feature to home 
buyers. In a 2007-08 survey by the US National 
Association of Home Builders, 13 percent of poten-
tial or recent buyers described a library or den as 
essential in a new home, and another 50 percent 
called it desirable. 

Home builder Fred Zumpano thinks he knows 
why. In tough times, “I think there’s a comfort there,” 
he said. 

When the economy sours, Zumpano said, peo-
ple lean toward the traditional and its soothing 
familiarity. And what could be more traditional 
– and more comforting – than a library, heavy on 
the wood panelling and beamed ceilings? 

That kind of library had long been a dream for 
Mary Lohman, a homeowner with a love for lit-
erature and a burgeoning collection of books. So 
when she and her husband, ophthalmologist Larry 
Lohman, bought a home more than a year ago, they 

had a chance to make 
that dream a reality. 

With the help of 
interior designer Susan 
Lobalzo, the Lohmans 
transformed a 4-by-4-
metre den into a library 
and office with an Old 
World feel. Mahogany 
bookshelves cover two 
walls, a window seat 
stretches in front of a 
recessed window and a couple of unmatched arm-
chairs provide places to loll next to the fireplace. 
Glazed wood, antique accents and faux-aged, 
moulded plaster give the room a patina of antiquity, 
but it’s lighted for comfortable reading and wired 
for the computer equipment Mary Lohman needs 
for her ophthalmic consulting business. 

The library is traditional but not stuffy, thanks 
in large part to a contemporary painting over the 
fireplace and a playful pair of sconces shaped like 
women’s hands. Lobalzo spotted the sconces in a 
shop and said she knew immediately that her client 
would love them. 

They were just the right whimsical touch, Lohman 
agreed. “I don’t like it when rooms take themselves 

too seriously.” 
The library is her 

refuge, Lohman said, 
a place where she can 
surround herself with 
the books she loves and 
enjoy the warmth of a 
fire in winter. 

That’s exactly what 
a library is all about, 
Stow interior designer 
Jim Warner said. 

A library is a retreat, Warner said, a place to 
appreciate the written word in a society where 
books are losing their centrality. “A library, to me, 
should always smell like old money,” he said with a 
chuckle. “Cognac and a cigar after dinner.” 

Ideally, Warner thinks a library should serve its 
own function, not double as a home office. But it 
needn’t be given over only to books, he said. Rather, 
it should be a place to display photos, collectibles 
and keepsakes that reflect its owners’ lives, a place 
to celebrate “culture, tradition, talent.” 

“A room with four walls and a door isn’t a library,” he 
said. “A library needs to be an architectural statement.” 

Of course, that kind of statement tends to be the 
purview of more upscale homes. 

That doesn’t mean you can’t showcase your books, 
even if you lack the space to dedicate an entire room 
to them. Most homes have plenty of places where 
you can carve out space for bookshelves, builders 
and designers say. 

“I think any room can be improved with books,” 
interior designer Alan Garren said. He especially 
likes the look of books in a dining room, but any 
space – a living room, a hallway, even a kitchen – can 
be enhanced with their presence, he said. 

Books carry a pleasant emotional attachment 
and lend character to a room, Garren said. “There’s 
a patina you get with books that you can’t get with 
anything else.” 

Rooms with high ceilings are a good candidate for 
tall shelves with a rolling ladder for access, he said. 
Bedrooms or guest rooms can double as reading 
rooms by adding bookshelves and a comfortable 
chair or two, Lobalzo said. 

Built-in bookshelves are also a fairly affordable way 
to add the architectural detail that more owners are 
craving in new homes, builder Tony Crasi said. 

Not so long ago, people building homes tended to 
spend their money on square footage rather than 
on elements that give a home character, he said. 
But in the last seven or eight years, he said, that’s 
been changing. 

“Somewhere along the line, consumers started 
becoming aware of what good design is,” he said. “...
People are sick and tired of these big, boxy rooms.” 

They want character. They want cosiness. 
They want what a library offers. 

Home libraries: panelling, bookshelves,  
soft lighting turn den into refuge

Bombs and kisses: London post-2005

checkpoints and machine-gun 
toting guards. Surveillance 
cameras on tall poles sprout 
from nearly every street corner, 
feeding thousands of images 
back to police monitors.

Yet, be it stiff upper lip or 
just the daily reality of the 
need to transverse a great city, 
life goes on. And it is infectious. 
The Underground was still full 
at rush hour. The people still 
get on and off the red double-
decker buses. And, more often 
with each visit, so do I.

During the visit before last, 
I brought my wife, son and 
daughter. We stayed at the 
London Landmark, a massive 
Victorian pile built in 1899, 
the last of the great railway 
station hotels. It’s across a nar-
row street from the Marylebone 
Station.

On our first night, my wife and son slept. My 
daughter had jet lag, restless in our darkened room. 
I knew what to do. I bundled her up and we crossed 
the street to sit in Marylebone Station very late in 
the evening. We bought some Cornish pasties – a 
steak and Guinness for me, a lamb and mint “tra-
ditional” for Lizzie. I got a double espresso, and a 
cup of cocoa for Lizzie.

We sat for an hour watching the trains come and go. 
My daughter was fascinated by the little dramas and 
comedies played out by the arrivals and departures. 
A couple running like mad to try to make a train to 
Aylesbury. The father clutching the baby while the 
mother pushed a wobbly wheeled stroller. They missed 
the train. Another train pulled into the station and 
a woman strolled through the turnstile, where she 
embraced a tall man in a black winter coat.

“He kissed her,” my daughter whispered.
Unfortunately, the world is full of places where 

pleasant travel memories are clouded with more 
recent events. I’d also enjoyed the sweeping views 
of the New York skyline from atop the World Trade 
Centre, taken trains through Madrid and partied 
into the night at Kuta Beach in Bali. The once hope-
ful cities of Jericho and Bethlehem are harder places 
today than when I visited in the early 1990s.

But sitting with my daughter watching the trains 
come and go, the violence was banished for a while. 
There was pleasure, and a hope that in London’s 
future there will be more good than bad. And more 
chances to share the city with the ones I love.



31 October  2008  1�

TO VIEW THE TRAILER FOR EXPELLED –� THE MOVIE, CLICk HERE

NZ CLASSIC

The road to Auckland (part 2)
Acclaimed science fiction writer Jules Verne didn’t just write Around the World in 80 Days, he 
also wrote an epic about New Zealand and Australia called In Search of the Castaways, pub-
lished in 1867. If you missed the previous instalment of this serial, you can download it here.

During the early part of the day, the thick brushwood seriously 
impeded their progress. Neither wagon nor horses could have 
passed where travellers passed, so that their Australian vehicle 
was but slightly regretted. Until practicable wagon roads are cut 
through these forests of scrub, New Zealand will only be accessible 
to foot passengers. The ferns, whose name is legion, concur with the 
Maoris in keeping strangers off the lands.

The little party overcame many obstacles in crossing the plains in 
which the Hakarihoata Ranges rise. But before noon they reached the 
banks of the Waipa, and followed the northward course of the river.

The Major and Robert, without leaving their companions, shot 
some snipe and partridge under the low shrubs of the plain. Olbi-
nett, to save time, plucked the birds as he went along.

Paganel was less absorbed by the culinary importance of the 
game than by the desire of obtaining some bird peculiar to New 
Zealand. His curiosity as a naturalist overcame his hunger as a 
traveller. He called to mind the peculiarities of the “tui” of the 
natives, sometimes called the mocking-bird from its incessant 
chuckle, and sometimes “the parson,” in allusion to the white cravat 
it wears over its black, cassock-like plumage.

“The tui,” said Paganel to the Major, “grows so fat during the 
Winter that it makes him ill, and prevents him from flying. Then 
he tears his breast with his beak, to relieve himself of his fat, and so 
becomes lighter. Does not that seem to you singular, McNabbs?”

“So singular that I don’t believe a word of it,” replied the 
Major.

Paganel, to his great regret, could not find a single specimen, or 
he might have shown the incredulous Major the bloody scars on 
the breast. But he was more fortunate with a strange animal which, 
hunted by men, cats and dogs, has fled toward the unoccupied 
country, and is fast disappearing from the fauna of New Zealand. 
Robert, searching like a ferret, came upon a nest made of interwoven 
roots, and in it a pair of birds destitute of wings and tail, with four 
toes, a long snipe-like beak, and a covering of white feathers over the 
whole body, singular creatures, which seemed to connect the oviparous 
tribes with the mammifers.

It was the New Zealand “kiwi,” the Apteryx australis of naturalists, 
which lives with equal satisfaction on larvae, insects, worms or seeds. 
This bird is peculiar to the country. It has been introduced into very 
few of the zoological collections of Europe. Its graceless shape and 
comical motions have always attracted the notice of travellers, and 
during the great exploration of the Astrolabe and the Zelee, Dumont 
d’Urville was principally charged by the Academy of Sciences to bring 
back a specimen of these singular birds. But in spite of rewards offered 
to the natives, he could not obtain a single specimen.

Paganel, who was elated at such a piece of luck, tied the two birds 
together, and carried them along with the intention of presenting them 
to the Jardin des Plantes, in Paris. “Presented by M. Jacques Paganel.” 
He mentally saw the flattering inscription on the handsomest cage in 
the gardens. Sanguine geographer!

The party pursued their way without fatigue along the banks of the 
Waipa. The country was quite deserted; not a trace of natives, nor any 
track that could betray the existence of man. The stream was fringed with 
tall bushes, or glided along sloping banks, so that nothing obstructed the 
view of the low range of hills which closed the eastern end of the valley. 
With their grotesque shapes, and their outlines lost in a deceptive haze, 
they brought to mind giant animals, worthy of antediluvian times. They 
might have been a herd of enormous whales, suddenly turned to stone. 
These disrupted masses proclaimed their essentially volcanic character. 
New Zealand is, in fact, a formation of recent plutonic origin. Its emer-
gence from the sea is constantly increasing. Some points are known to 
have risen six feet in twenty years. Fire still runs across its centre, shakes it, 
convulses it, and finds an outlet in many places by the mouths of geysers 
and the craters of volcanoes.

At four in the afternoon, nine miles had been easily accomplished. 
According to the map which Paganel constantly referred to, the conflu-
ence of the Waipa and Waikato ought to be reached about five miles 
further on, and there the night halt could be made. Two or three days 
would then suffice for the fifty miles which lay between them and 
the capital; and if Glenarvan happened to fall in with the mail coach 
that plies between Hawkes’ Bay and Auckland twice a month, eight 
hours would be sufficient.

“Therefore,” said Glenarvan, “we shall be obliged to camp during 
the night once more.”

“Yes,” said Paganel, “but I hope for the last time.”
“I am very glad to think so, for it is very trying for Lady Helena 

and Mary Grant.”

“And they never utter a murmur,” added John Mangles. “But I think 
I heard you mention a village at the confluence of these rivers.”

“Yes,” said the geographer, “here it is, marked on Johnston’s map. It 
is Ngaruawahia, two miles below the junction.”

“Well, could we not stay there 
for the night? Lady Helena and 
Miss Grant would not grudge two 
miles more to find a hotel even of 
a humble character.”

“A hotel!” cried Paganel, “a 
hotel in a Maori village! you 
would not find an inn, not a tav-
ern! This village will be a mere 
cluster of huts, and so far from 
seeking rest there, my advice is 
that you give it a wide berth.”

“Your old fears, Paganel!” 
retorted Glenarvan.

“My dear Lord, where Maoris 
are concerned, distrust is safer 
than confidence. I do not know 
on what terms they are with the 
English, whether the insurrec-
tion is suppressed or successful, 
or whether indeed the war may 
not be going on with full vig-
our. Modesty apart, people like 
us would be a prize, and I must 
say, I would rather forego a taste 
of Maori hospitality. I think it 
certainly more prudent to avoid 
this village of Ngaruawahia, to 
skirt it at a distance, so as to avoid 
all encounters with the natives. 
When we reach Drury it will 
be another thing, and there our 
brave ladies will be able to recruit 
their strength at their leisure.”

This advice prevailed. Lady 
Helena preferred to pass another 
night in the open air, and not to 
expose her companions to danger. 
Neither Mary Grant or she wished 
to halt, and they continued their 
march along the river.

Two hours later, the first shades 
of evening began to fall. The sun, 

before disappearing below the western horizon, 
darted some bright rays through an opening in the 
clouds. The distant eastern summits were empurpled 
with the parting glories of the day. It was like a fly-
ing salute addressed to the way-worn travellers.

Glenarvan and his friends hastened their steps, 
they knew how short the twilight is in this high 
latitude, and how quickly the night follows it. They 
were very anxious to reach the confluence of the 
two rivers before the darkness overtook them. But 
a thick fog rose from the ground, and made it very 
difficult to see the way.

Fortunately hearing stood them in the stead of 
sight; shortly a nearer sound of water indicated that 
the confluence was at hand. At eight o’clock the 
little troop arrived at the point where the Waipa 
loses itself in the Waikato, with a moaning sound 
of meeting waves.

“There is the Waikato!” cried Paganel, “and the 
road to Auckland is along its right bank.”

“We shall see that to-morrow,” said the Major, “Let 
us camp here. It seems to me that that dark shadow 
is that of a little clump of trees grown expressly to 
shelter us. Let us have supper and then get some 
sleep.”

“Supper by all means,” said Paganel, “but no 
fire; nothing but biscuit and dried meat. We have 
reached this spot incognito, let us try and get away 
in the same manner. By good luck, the fog is in our 
favour.”

The clump of trees was reached and all concurred in the wish of the 
geographer. The cold supper was eaten without a sound, and presently 
a profound sleep overcame the travellers, who were tolerably fatigued 
with their fifteen miles’ march.

https://store.creationontheweb.com/nz/product_info.php?sku=30-9-555
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IYChpXw2XvU&feature=related
http://www.investigatemagazine.com/tgif24Oct08.pdf
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